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Systemic sclerosis (SSc) is a connective tissue disease affecting various organs including the peripheral vessels and resulting in Raynaud`s phenomenon. For treatment of Raynaud´s phenomenon, the vasodilator Prostaglandin I2 analogue iloprost is widely used. Fluorescence optical imaging (FOI) is an in vivo technique to visualise inflammation based on the accumulation of fluorescence optical contrast media (indocyanine green, ICG) which is proved in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.1 The aim of this prospective pilot-study was to visualise inflammation before and after treatment with iloprost using FOI in patients with SSc and associated Raynaud`s phenomenon (figure 1).

Figure 1 
(A) Normal fluorescence optical imaging of a healthy control. (B) Initial imaging of the enhancement of indocyanine green by fluorescence optical imaging as a marker of inflammatory activity in patients with systemic sclerosis (SSc) and associated Raynaud`s phenomenon before the application of iloprost (day 0). (C) … 
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