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We appreciate the interest of Lo et al in our opinion piece and thank them for the data presented in their letter.1 2 Several reports of QT prolongation and torsades de pointes in patients with COVID-19 receiving antimalarials have been published.3–5 These and other reports have indirectly raised questions regarding the arrhythmogenic potential of hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) when used to treat rheumatic disease.
Lo et al used the unique resource of the National Health Insurance Research Database of Taiwan. Through propensity scores, they matched patients who used HCQ and who did not use HCQ for the treatment of newly diagnosed rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Data about other disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs used by the patients was not reported. Therefore, it is unclear if the groups were similar in their RA disease severity, although they seemed similar related to comorbidities. The authors did not find differences in the cumulative risk of arrhythmia between the two groups after 1 year of follow-up. However, a prior meta-analysis on reported cardiotoxic events of antimalarials found that cardiac conduction abnormalities were the most common cardiac adverse events and were associated with higher cumulative doses (median cumulative HCQ dose of 1235 … 
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