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Post hoc analyses of the phase III trials of belimumab BLISS-521 and BLISS-762 revealed superiority of belimumab over placebo in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) with high baseline disease activity, positive anti–double-stranded (ds)DNA titres and low complement levels, as well as in patients receiving corticosteroids.3 Later, real-life observations demonstrated that established organ damage prior to treatment initiation predicted reduced belimumab efficacy.4 We aimed at validating this finding in the BLISS-52 and BLISS-76 SLE populations. Access to data was granted by GlaxoSmithKline (Uxbridge, UK).
In total, 1684 patients were included in the analysis. The BLISS-52 trial comprised 865 and the BLISS-76 trial 819 patients with SLE who were randomised to receive belimumab 1 mg/kg, belimumab 10 mg/kg or placebo, along with standard-of-care treatment.
Organ damage was assessed using the Systemic Lupus International Collaborating Clinics/American College of Rheumatology Damage Index (SDI).5 Response to treatment was defined as fulfilment of the SLE responder index 4 (SRI-4) conditions at week 52 (primary endpoint of the BLISS trials).1 2 Patients who withdrew or required changes in the background therapy other than those permitted by protocol … 
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