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    Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is characterised by a chronic, destructive and debilitating arthritis.1 Smoking may adversely influence the severity of RA as well as its response to treatment in a dose-dependent manner.1,–,4 Furthermore, the link between passive smoking and RA has been suggested by some researchers.5 Self-reporting is commonly used to identify the smoking status of RA patients. In the general population, self-reporting underestimates the true rate of smoking.6 7 To what extent this issue affects RA patients in particular is unreported. Unless we correctly ascertain RA patients in terms of smoking status, it will remain difficult to investigate the true impact of smoking, or smoking cessation, on signs and symptoms associated with the disease.
To address this issue, we recently determined the smoking status of RA patients attending the Rheumatology Department of a large university … 
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