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Response to: ‘Chronic hydroxychloroquine 
exposure and the risk of Alzheimer’s disease’ by 
Lai et al

We thank Lai et al for their correspondence1 in which they 
share their study findings that endorse our own study findings2 
reporting an absence of a link between hydroxychloroquine and 
Alzheimer's disease. More robust research on the topic emerging 
from randomised trials would of course be welcomed. However, 
it should be kept in mind that the effect of hydroxychloroquine 
on progression of dementia in early Alzheimer's disease has 
been investigated in 2001 in a randomised, placebo-controlled 
trial, and the results of the study showed no effect of treatment 
against placebo.3 Taken all together, these results from two large 
national databases and a randomised controlled trial are reas-
suring. Therefore, we do agree with Lai et al that withdrawal of 
hydroxychloroquine in people on long-term therapy, especially 
in older people and those receiving the drug for an autoimmune 
disease, is not justified.
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