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This review1 provided a comprehensive update on recent devel-
opments in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) and proposed 
several new viewpoints. In terms of diagnosis, the authors were 
the first to put forward two types of clinical SLE, in addition 
to classified SLE. Particularly, in the European League Against 
Rheumatism (EULAR)/American College of Rheumatology score 
<10 category in figure 4, the authors suggested that an immu-
nological score of ≥2 together with a clinical score of ≥6 could 
be regarded as clinical SLE. Therefore, a patient with any joint 
involvement (six points) and positive antiphospholipid anti-
bodies (two points) could be considered as having clinical SLE. 
However, in clinical practice, this patient could also be diagnosed 
with antiphospholipid syndrome. In addition, in the negative 
antinuclear antibody category, a patient with positive antiphos-
pholipid antibodies and with joint (six points) and haematologic 
(four points) involvement could be diagnosed with clinical SLE 
under their proposed diagnostic approach. Clinically, a patient 
with lymphoma could also have these characteristics and the use 
of these diagnostic criteria might lead to misdiagnosis as SLE. 
Hence, we suggest that the criteria for clinical SLE, as defined in 
this review, require more careful consideration.

In terms of treatment, cyclophosphamide is also widely used 
in moderate activity SLE, especially in lupus nephritis (LN). 
This was not mentioned in figure 5 of this review. Furthermore, 
EULAR/European Renal Association- European Dialysis and 
Transplant Association guidelines suggest that the treatment of 
LN should be based on kidney biopsy results,2 which should be 
emphasised in the Lupus nephritis section of this review. In addi-
tion, rituximab could be an alternative treatment in refractory 
cases of LN.
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