
EDITORIAL

Rheumatologists all over the world will join in congratulating Dr. Philip Hench
on the award of this year's Nobel Prize for Medicine, which he shares with Dr. E. C.
Kendall and Professor T. Reichstein.

Dr. Hench is a member of the Editorial Committee of this Journal, and has
for many years actively advised the editors in the selection of material for publica-
tion, and in matters of general policy. He is also an honorary member and past
Medallist of the Heberden Society, which he addressed in October on his work
on the role of Cortisone and ACTH in the field of the rheumatic diseases. A brief
abstract of this lecture will be found later in this number.

In May the Heberden Society met in Paris jointly with the Ligue Fran9aise
contre le Rhumatisme. As this was the first time that a joint meeting of this sort
had been held, it was decided by the editors that on this occasion two of the French
papers should be printed in the language in which they were delivered. Readers
are invited to comment upon this innovation, which it is not, however, proposed
to repeat save in exceptional circumstances of this nature.

We are asked by the Ligue Europeenne contre le Rhumatisme to remindreaders
that the second European Congress of Rheumatology will be held in September,
1951, in Barcelona and Madrid, and that it is hoped that members of both the Pan-
American and the European leagues will attend. We shall publish the full
programme in our next number.

The Empire Rheumatism Council Scientific Advisory Committee's Report
on the Aetiological Factors associated with Rheumatoid Arthritis, prepared
by Dr. E. Lewis-Faning, has now been published as a supplement to this Journal.
This volume includes the full statistical data of the inquiry, the significance of each
part of the investigation being duly assessed and the Committee's findings set out
in detail. A brief abstract appears on page 421 of this issue of the Journal.
Copies, price 7s. 6d., may be obtained from the Publishing Manager, British i
Medical Association.

The Empire Rheumatism Council Cortisone Committee has just published the
first Annotated Bibliography of Cortisone, ACTH, and related Hormonal Sub-
stances, a review of all the literature of the subject up to August, 1950 ; it is hoped
to continue this invaluable survey of the literature at quarterly intervals. A short
review of this publication appears on page 417 of this issue of the Journal.
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