
 

 Basic model Sensitivity analysis with 

only 25% most swollen 

joints included 

Sensitivity analysis 

without early dropouts 

Missing joint evaluations 

regarded as no swelling 

(Adjusted form of) last 

observation carried 

forward in case of 

missing joint evaluations  

OR (95% CI) for baseline 

local swelling – later 

local swelling 

2.37 (2.30 - 2.43) 2.11 (2.03 - 2.19) 2.32 (2.26 - 2.39) 2.33 (2.27 - 2.40) 2.35 (2.29 - 2.42) 

- Joint swelling at the 

previous visit 

(persistent 

swelling) 

1.52* (1.42 - 1.61) 

 

1.38 (1.27 - 1.50) 1.50* (1.40 - 1.59) 1.51* (1.42 - 1.60) 1.46* (1.38 - 1.55) 

- No joint swelling at 

the previous visit 

(recurrent swelling) 

1.73 (1.67 - 1.80) 1.61 (1.53 - 1.69) 1.73 (1.66 - 1.79) 1.68 (1.62 - 1.74) 1.73 (1.67 - 1.80) 

IRR (95% CI) for baseline 

local swelling – number 

of local swelling 

episodes 

1.48 (1.37 - 1.59) 

 

1.38 (1.26 - 1.50) 1.49 (1.38 - 1.61) 1.47† (1.37 - 1.59) 1.47 (1.37 - 1.59) 

OR (95% CI)  per 3 

months for duration of 

baseline local swelling – 

later local swelling 

1.20 (1.19 - 1.21) 1.19 (1.18 - 1.21) 1.20 (1.19 - 1.21) 1.19 (1.18 - 1.20) 1.17 (1.16 - 1.18) 

Supplementary Table 2.  Results of the different regression models including sensitivity analyses 

OR = Odds Ratio, IRR = Incidence Rate Ratio, 95% CI = 95% Confidence Interval 

* In these analyses 7 joints (left jaw, left and right interphalangeal joints 3-5 of the feet) were not used for the analysis because of a lack of observations (the joints were never swollen for a 

period of longer than one study visit)  

† Only missing data for baseline swelling status were replaced, since a joint swelling episode could also be preceded by a visit with missing swelling status data 
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