





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 66, Issue 10 
	Poor serological responses upon influenza vaccination in patients with rheumatoid arthritis treated with rituximab


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Letter


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Poor serological responses upon influenza vaccination in patients with rheumatoid arthritis treated with rituximab
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	L B S Gelinck1, 
	Y K O Teng2, 
	G F Rimmelzwaan3, 
	B J F van den Bemt4, 
	F P Kroon1, 
	J M van Laar2

	1
Department of Infectious Diseases, LUMC, Leiden, the Netherlands
 
	2
Department of Rheumatology, LUMC, Leiden, the Netherlands
 
	3
Department of Virology, Erasmus MC, Rotterdam, the Netherlands
 
	4
Department of Pharmacy, St Maartenskliniek, Nijmegen, the Netherlands
 

	L B S Gelinck, Department of Infectious Diseases, LUMC, PO box 9600, 2300 RC Leiden, the Netherlands; L.B.S.Gelinck{at}LUMC.nl




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ard.2007.071878

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	RA
	rituximab
	influenza vaccination

Annual influenza vaccination is recommended for immunocompromised patients.1 2 Rituximab, an anti-CD20 monoclonal antibody, recently approved by American and European authorities for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patients failing tumour necrosis factor (TNF)-blocking agents, diminishes the number of circulating B cells for a period of six to nine months after infusion.3 4 Circulating plasma cells and immunoglobulin levels are not affected by this therapy. Based on data in lymphoma patients, the package insert states that patients should not be vaccinated from one month before the administration of rituximab until six months after.5 6 In those studies the underlying lymphoma and treatment … 
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