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THE HEBERDEN SOCIETY
Collins stated that erysipelothrix did not seem to
cause arthritis in man. He pointed out certain
similarities, on the one hand with the arthritis of
rodents caused by pleuropneumonia-like organisms
just described by Dr. Findlay, and on the other hand
with the rheumatoid type of human arthritis, which
he thought, by analogy, must surely be of infective
origin.
A short film illustrated the disabilities and signs

manifest in the affected animals, and a number of
lantern plates showed the gross and microscopical
pathological changes.

Annual Dinner
The Annual Dinner of the Society was held at the

Junior Carlton Club on Friday, Oct. 25. The dinner,
marking the tenth anniversary of the Heberden Society
and of the Empire Rheumatism Council, was attended by
the President of the Royal College of Physicians, Lord
Moran, and many distinguished guests, including Lord
Horder, Dr. Mervyn Gordon, General Sir Alexander
Biggam, Dr. C. H. Andrewes, Dr. Loring Swaim, Dr.
G. M. Findlay, and Professor Axel Hojer, Chief Medical
Officer to the Swedish Ministry of Health.

After dinner the President, Dr. Buckley, proposed the
toast of "The Campaign against Rheumatism". He
said that we were at the beginning of a new phase, of
which the first objective was to educate the general
practitioner in the recognition of early manifestations of
the rheumatic diseases. Professor Davidson, in replying,
said that hitherto scientific and clinical work in this group
ofdiseases might have been below the standard required to
secure support from the authorities: but he had every
confidence in future work to elucidate these problems.

Rheumatism in Sweden
On Saturday morning the meeting was concluded with

an address by Professor J. Axel Hojer, Chief Medical
Officer, Royal Swedish Ministry of Health. This meet-
ing was held in association with the Empire Rheumatism
Council, Lord Horder took the Chair, and the Guest of
Honour was His Excellency the Swedish Minister,
M. B. G. Frytz. It is hoped to publish Dr. Hojer's
address on the organization and work of a rheumatic
service in Sweden in the next issue of these Annals.
A vote of thanks to Professor Hojer was proposed by

Sir Wilson Jameson, who said that the Ministry of Health
in this country would derive great help from the experi-
ence and plans in Sweden. He felt that our Ministry
could make a big contribution to further progress.

FELLOWSHIP OF POSTGRADUATE MEDICINE
WEEK-END COURSE IN CHRONIC RHEUMATISM

The Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine, in
association with the University of Bristol, held a
successful week-end course in chr-onic rheumatism
at the Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic
Diseases, Bath, from Friday, Aug. 23 to Sunday
Aug. 25, 1946, inclusive.
On Friday, after a visit to the Spa baths, Dr.

P. W. McKeag delivered a clinical lecture on
osteo-arthritis. Saturday morning began with a
clinical lecture and demonstration on rheumatoid
arthritis by Dr. G. D. Kersley. Mr. Charles
Kindersley then demonstrated orthopaedic treatment
plaster technique, and physical methods of treat-

ment. In the afternoon there were clinical lectures
on fibrositis by Dr. J. B. Bennett, on x-ray diagnosis
and treatment by Dr. G. D. Steven, and on sciatica
by Dr. Lovell Hoffman. On Sunday morning Dr.
L. C. Hill delivered a clinical lecture on gout,
which was followed by a lecture and demonstration
on pathological principles by Dr. Hubert Gibson,
and by a clinical lecture on spondylitis by Dr. G. D.
Kersley. In the afternoon Dr. L. C. Hill lectured
on arthritis due to specific organisms, and Dr.
M. H. L. Desmarais on rehabilitation and con-
valescence in relation to industry and the duties of
the welfare officer.
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