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Book review
Textbook of Rheumatology. 2nd edn. Eds. W M
Kelley, E D Harris, S Ruddy, C B Sledge. Pp. 1972.
£160*00. Holt-Saunders: Eastbourne. 1985.

The second edition of Kellev. Harris, Ruddy, and Sledge is
for those who are strong intellectually. physically, and
financially. The copy reviewed here was the single volume
version (it is available also in two volumes) and weighed in
at 4 3 kg for its 1972 pages. compared with the fifth edition
of Copeman at 3(0 kg for 1053 pages. It represents a
considerable achievement on the part of the editors,
coming only four years after the first edition. The
blockbuster approach to achieving comprehensiveness is
again apparent throughout. There are 131 authors (seven
British), and the book is dedicated to no less than 17
individuals.
The plan of this volume remains much the same as in the

first. The 'scientific bases of rheumatology' get 359 pages.
general approach to the patient 185, diagnostic tests 171.
clinical pharmacology 162, clinical diseases 89(1, rehabilita-
tion 18, and reconstructive surgery 181. Predictably, the
scientific basis' sections are very detailed, many of the
individual chapters containing 200-300 references. This is
hardly the stuff with which to curl up in front of the fire
after a long day but, like the O. ford English Dictionary, it
is comforting to know that it is available on the shelf to be
consulted as the authority. The discerning buyer will,
however, not fail to note that the shelf life of the OED is
rather longer than that of this volume. My samplings
suggest that these 'preclinical' chapters have been pre-
pared with both thoroughness and authority. If one were
faced with preparing a review or a lecture about aspirin,
where better to start than the 2(1 closely printed pages of
text, predictably well written, by Paul Plotz? One would
hardly need to consult the 420 references which he quotes.
The mainly North American flavour of the clinical

sections provides some interesting comparisons for the
British reader. American rheumatology has always laid
claim more firmly to wider areas of clinical immunology
than is the case in Britain. This is reflected in the length of
the chapters devoted to immunodeficiency (19 pages),
dysproteinaemias (13). and amyloidosis (14), compared for
example with the seven pages on polymyalgia rheumatica
and giant cell arteritis. Curiously absent is any editorial
recognition of the movement to bring the 'allied pro-
fessionals' more into the rheumatology scene. The
management of patients with rheumatic diseases depends

so much on the work and skills of nurses. physiotherapists.
and occupational therapists that one might expect some
discussion about the particular contributions of these
professional groups. My reading of selected samples of the
clinical descriptions of rheumatic diseases suggests that
these are both comprehensive and authoritative. However.
parts of the section on reconstructive surgery, for example
those dealing with synovectomy of the rheumatoid knee
and hip. if not uncritical, certainly promote a more
enthusiastic and aggressive policy than that favoured by
most British rheumatologists.
Throughout the text I got the feeling that both authors

and editors had done their work with thoroughness and
careful attention to detail. An example of this is the
relatively large numbers of diagrams. Many of these are of
excellent quality and greatly enhance the text. The
subediting also appears to have been meticulous. The
printing and layout are satisfactory, the double column
format having comfortable proportions which make for
easy reading. Most important. the quality of reproduction
of x-rays is generally good. However, not all the authors
understand the importance of trimming radiographs so as
to include only the essentials, nor of resisting the tempta-
tion to include paired joints when one (at twice the size)
gives such better definition. The histological and clinical
illustrations are adequate. First prize must go to Doctors
Altman and Tenenbaum for their photograph of the
patient with periostitis sleeping while standing on his head.

Indexing is seldom complete in multiauthor textbooks,
and this one is no exception. A quick check under 'A'
failed to reveal acupuncture. aldolase, antistreptolysin, or
Australia antigen. though all these words appear in the
text. A cross check with the index of another volume on
the same subject is easv to carry out, and it is curious that
publishers do not take the trouble to do this.
The authors were presumably asked to regard compre-

hensive coverage of their subjects as the most important
objective. Predictably this has led to much of the text being
rather ponderous in style. If this were necessary in order to
achieve the authority of most of these chapters, then it is
probably a price worth paying.

Overall the verdict must be that this new edition
represents a triumph for the editors. Every rheumatologist
will wish at least to have access to a copy for reference, but
the cost is daunting.
Professor of Rheumatology H t. F CURREY
London Hospital Medical College
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