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Advice to contributors
Communications This journal exists to publish work on all
aspects of rheumatology and disorders of connective
tissue. Laboratory as well as clinical studies -are welcome.
In addition brief communications, for example reports of
single cases, will be printed if of exceptional interest.
Papers, which will be accepted on the understanding that
they have not been and will not be published elsewhere
and are subject to editorial revision, should be addressed
to The Editor, Professor H. L. F. Currey, London
Hospital Medical College, London El 2AD. Each author
must sign the covering letter as evidence of consent to
publication.
Two copies should be supplied, -one a typed top copy.
Authors requiring acknowledgement of papers submitted
should enclose a stamped addressed postcard or, if
overseas, an international reply paid coupon.
Articles must be typewritten on one side of the paper
only, in double spacing with ample margins. Only recognised abbreviations should be used.
SI units If the work is not reported in SI units, the
equivalent in SI units must be given in parentheses after
the units used.

Key words Three to 10 key words or short phrases should
be provided below the summary. They are to assist
indexers in cross-indexing the article, and they therefore
should not include words already in the title. When
possible the terms used should be from the list of medical
subject headings in the Index Medicus (MESH).

References In accordance with the Vancouver agreement
references, which must be typed double spaced, are cited
by the numerical system.
A paper (or book) cited in the text is referred to there by
a superscript number. In the list of references the papers
(or books) appear in the numerical order in which they are
first cited in the text, not in alphabetical order by authors'
names. For convenience in preparing the typescript the
reference number may be typed between parentheses on
the line, not superscript. The titles of journals are
abbreviated in accordance with the style of Index Medicus.
In the typescript they should either be abbreviated in that
style or given in full. Three examples follow:
Green A B, Brown C D, Grey E F. A new method of
measuring the blood glucose. Ann Rheum Dis 1980; 64:
27-9.
2 Green A B, Brown C D. Textbook of medicine.
London: Silver Books, 1980.
3 Grey E F. Diseases of the pancreas. In: Green A B,
Brown C D, eds. Textbook of medicine. London: Silver
Books, 1980: 349-62.
References will not be checked in the editorial office.

Responsibility for their accuracy and completeness lies
with the author.

Illustrations These should be marked on the back with the
author's name, numbered, and the top edge indicated.
Separate illustrations should be separately numbered.
Arrows or other symbols must be inserted by the author
on the illustration (not on superimposed paper). Radiographs should be submitted as prints suitable for reproduction. Line drawings must have lettering large enough to be
clear when reduced on the page. Legends to illustrations
should be typed in double spacing on a separate sheet and
those for photomicrographs should include stain and
magnification.

Tables Each table should be on a separate sheet, have a
heading, and contain no vertical rules.
Proofs Contributors will receive ONE proof, and should
read it carefully for printers' errors. Alterations to the
original text should be kept to a minimum and may be
charged to the author.

Reprints 25 reprints will be supplied free of charge.
Additional reprints may be ordered from the Publishing
Manager when the proofs are returned.

Notice to subscribers
The annual subscription rates are available on request to
the Subscriptions Manager of Annals of the Rheumatic
Diseases, BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H
9JR. Orders can also be placed locally through any leading
subscription agent or bookseller. (For the convenience of
readers in the USA subscription orders, with or without
payment, can be sent to: BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL, Box 560B, Kennebunkport, Maine 04046,
USA. All inquiries, however, must be addressed to the
publisher in London.)
All inquiries regarding air mail rates and single
copies already published should also be addressed to the
publisher in London.
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Notes
Key words
The use of key words has been introduced into Annals.
Three to 10 key words or short phrases should be provided
below the summary. They are to assist indexers in
cross-indexing the article, and they should therefore not
include words already in the title. When possible the terms
used should be from the list of medical subject headings in
the Index Medicus (MESH).

Haemophilia prize
The French Association of Haemophiliacs International
Prize of French Fr 15 000, whose aim is to encourage
medical research into the disease, will be awarded for the
sixth time in July 1985. The regulations in French and
English will be forwarded on request by the Secretariat of
the selection committee (Association Frantaise des
Hemophiles, C.N.T.S., 6 rue Alexandre Cabanel, 75015
Paris, France. The work submitted for the prize must reach
the secretariat of the selection committee by 15 March
1985 at the latest.

Volvo awards for low back pain
research
To encourage research in low back pain the Volvo
Company of Goteborg, Sweden, has sponsored three
prizes of US $6000 each. Awards will be made competitively on the basis of scientific merit in the following three
areas: (1) clinical studies; (2) bioengineering studies; (3)

studies in other basic science areas. Papers submitted for
the contest must contain original material, not previously
published or submitted for publication. Multiple authorship is acceptable. The manuscripts should be in the form
of a complete report, not exceeding 30 typewritten pages,
double-spaced, and in a form suitable for submission to a
scientific journal. Five copies of each paper submitted in
full should reach the address given below not later than 3
December 1984. One of the authors should be prepared, at
his own expense, to come to Sydney, Australia, at the time
of the meeting of the International Society for the Study of
the Lumbar Spine, 14-18 April 1985, to present the paper
and to receive the award. Further details from Professor
Alf L. Nachemson, Department of Orthopaedic Surgery I,
Sahlgren Hospital, S-413 45 Goteborg, Sweden.

First world symposium on antiphospholipid antibodies
It is proposed to hold a symposium on clinical, biochemical, and immunological aspects of antiphospholipid antibodies on 5 October 1984 (fee (including catering) £10-00).
Recent studies have shown that antiphospholipid antibodies are clinically associated with thrombosis in SLE and
lupus-like disorders. Other clinical associations may include recurrent abortion, thrombocytopenia, and CNS
disease. Further details from Dr Graham R. V. Hughes,
Rheumatology Unit, Royal Postgraduate Medical School,
Hammersmith Hospital, Du Cane Road, London W12
OHS.

