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Fig. 1 Outline ofgene analysis ofa normnal individual (A)
and a patient (B) with thalassaemia who ishomozygousfora
deletion in a globin gene.

pathologist, a biochemist or microbiologist (prefer-
ably postdoctoral), and one or two technicians, using
little more than standard laboratory equipment.
Human genes are now being cloned at the rate of
almost one a week, recent examples being those
for glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase,9 hypox-
anthine-guanine phosphoribosyl transferaset0 (defi-
cient in the Lesch-Nyhan syndrome), and arginino-
succinate synthetase" (deficient in citrullinaemia).
Once cloned, the bacterial stocks containing the
recombinant genes are rapidly made generally avail-
able to anyone requiring them for diagnostic or
research purposes, and they can then be easily stored
until required. New diagnostic applications are thus
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becoming available at an ever increasing pace. It is
timely, therefore, for clinicians to be aware of these
potentials and possibilities, and to be at least on
nodding terms with the principles and jargon, for to
our students who thrive on rapid change it will soon
become familiar ground.

Department of Chemical Pathology,
University of Cape Town,
O'bservatory 7925,
Cape Town,
South Africa.

E. H. HARLEY
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Note
Familial Mediterranean Fever
The 1st International Symposium on Familial Mediterra-
nean Fever (FMF) in conjunction with the 7th Convention
of Istanbul Faculty of Medicine will be held on 28-29 Sep-
tember, 1983 at Istanbul Sheraton Hotel. The fee is 20 US
dollars. Details from the secretary of the symposium: Assis-
tant Professor Dr Meral Konige, Istanbul Faculty of
Medicine, Department of Internal Medicine, Division of
Rheumatology, papa, Topkapi, Istanbul, Turkey.

Correction
In the article entitled 'Chronic arthritis associated with the
presence of intrasynovial rubella virus' by R. Grahame,
R. Armstrong, N. Simmons, J. M. A. Wilton, M. Dyson,
R. Laurent, R. Millis, and C. A. Mims, February 1983, pp.
2-13, the 2 radiographs in Fig. 2, p. 3, were printed in the
reverse order. The radiograph on the right should be on the
left and the one on the left should be on the right. We
apologise for this error.


