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Notes

The Volvo awards for low back pain research
In order to encourage research in the low back pain field, the Volvo company of Goteborg, Sweden, has
sponsored three prizes of US $3000 each for a scientific competition in three areas: (I) Clinical studies
including epidemiology and treatment. (II) Studies in the bioengineering field relevant to low back pain.
(III) Work in basic science aimed at clarifying the mechanism of low back pain.
The papers submitted must contain original (not previously published) material by one or several authors,

who should prepare the manuscript in a form suitable for publication in Spine (Harper & Row). Deadline
for submission is January 1, 1979. One of the authors should be prepared to go to Gothenburg at the time of
the meeting of the International Society for the Study of the Lumbar Spine, May 29-June 2, 1979, to present
the paper and to receive the prize.
The board of referees will be chaired by Professor Nachemson and will contain members from the field of

clinical medicine, bioengineering, and biochemistry. Please direct all correspondence to: Professor Alf
Nachemson, Vice President, International Society for the Study of the Lumbar Spine, Department of
Orthopaedic Surgery I, University of Goteborg, Sahlgren Hospital, S-413 45, Sweden.

12th Spanish Congress of Rheumatology
May 18-20, 1978, Tenerife, Canary Islands

For information write to Dr T. Gonzailez, Servicio de Rheumatologia, Hospital General y Clinico, Facultad
de Medicina de la Laguna, Tenerife, Canary Islands.

Third Strathclyde Seminar
Rehabilitation ofthe Disabled-Clinical and Biochemical Aspects, Costs, and Effectiveness, August 8-11, 1978

The seminar will cover a wide spectrum of rehabilitation activities and the principal speakers include clin-
icians, medical scientists, physiotherapists, prosthetists and orthotists, and bioengineers. Write to Dr A. C.
Nicol, Bioengineering Unit, University of Strathclyde, Wolfson Centre, 106 Rottenrow, Glasgow G4 ONW;
tel. 041-552-4400, ext. 3137.

Evaluation and the Health Professions
A new interprofessional journal to begin publication in Spring 1978. This refereed journal was initiated in
response to the need for providing a forum for the widespread sharing of information concerning programme
development and evaluation in all of the health fields. It will publish completed evaluation studies, and also
regularly provide space for (1) articles on philosophical, technical, and political aspects of evaluation; (2)
comprehensive reviews of evaluation efforts in all the health professions; (3) research studies performed to
increase the effectiveness of education within the health professions (i.e. within the professional schools);
(4) a 'methodologist's corner' which will educate professionals about useful evaluative techniques and strategies;
(5) book reviews; (6) opportunities for professionals to communicate via letters to the editors and comments
on recent articles. More detailed information about the journal and a list of the members of the Editorial
Board, comprised of outstanding scholars from a variety of professions, are available from the editors.

Manuscripts should be prepared in APA format and sent in triplicate (1 original, 2 clear copies) to the
Editors, Drs R. Barker Bausell and Carolyn F. Waltz, Evaluation and the Health Professions, Center for
Research and Evaluation, University of Maryland School of Nursing, 655 West Lombard Street, Baltimore,
Maryland 21201, USA. Subscriptions: $15.00 per year; $30.00 per year for institutions; Empirical Publi-
cations, PO Box 13345, Baltimore, Maryland, 21203, USA.
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