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TIe Annals ofthe Rheumatic Diseases, founded by the Empire Rheumatism Council, has the support
of the following organizations: La Ligue Internationale contre le Rhumatisme, and the American,
British, and European Branches of the Ligue; the American Rheumatism Association; the Canadian
Rheumatism Association; all of which are represented on the Editorial Board.

It is hoped to publish in the Annals announcements of the activities of these bodies, and from time
to time accounts of their Proceedings. Members of these various organizations wishing to submit
papers for publication in the Annals should send them to their representative on the Editorial Board,
who will be responsible for forwarding them to the Editors of the Annals, with whom the final decision
will lie.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS
Subscriptions are payable to the British Medical Association. Address: British Medical

Association House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.l.
NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

Papers submitted to this Journal are accepted on the understanding that they have not been and
will not be published in any other journal, and are subject to editorial revision. All papers and other
editorial communications should be addressed to Dr. W. S. C. Copeman, c/o the British Medical Journal,
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1, with the exception of American original articles
which should be submitted in the first place to one of the American Editors.

The author of an original article should make adequate references to previous work on his chosen
subject.

A full summary of his observations and conclusions must be given.
A paper describing a single case will not be accepted unless the case is sufficiently rare, or shows

important features not previously described, or has been made the subject of special observation or
experiment.

Articles must be as concise as possible and be typewritten on one side of the paper only, with double spacing
and a margin of not less than 1* inches. Only recognized abbreviations should be used. Graphs, charts, tables,
and legends for them should be presented on separate sheets and not included in the text. When half-tone
reproduction of x-ray illustrations is required, the author is advised to send the original film unless he wishes to
bring out special points in a print of his own choice. Photographs and photomicrographs should be printed on
glossy paper, should be larger than the size desired for reproduction, and, if transmitted through the post in a tube,
should be rolled with the picture outside. With the exception of letters and numbers, which should be lightly
written in pencil, everything that is to appear in the reproduction of a graph or chart should be carefully drawn
in black ink on tracing linen, or Bristol board, or stout, smooth, white paper.

References should be arranged according to the Harvard system. In the text, the year of publication must
follow the author's name, more than one paper by the same author in any one year being indicated by a small letter
(a, b, c) after the date. No numbering of references is necessary. At the end of the contribution references are
arranged in the alphabetical order of the author's names. The reference details are given as follows: Authors
name and initials, year of publication (in parentheses), title of periodical (in italics, abbreviated according to
World Medical Periodicals), volume number (bold type, Arabic numerals), and first page number (ordinary type,
Arabic numerals), thus:

Cowan, J. (1929). Quart. J. Med., 22, 237.
When a book is referred to, the full title, publisher, place and year of publication, edition and page number

should be given.
Contributors will receive one proof, but it is assumed that all but verbal corrections have been

made in the original manuscript; an allowance at the rate of ten shillings per sheet of sixteen pages
is made for alterations in the proof (printer's errors excepted), and contributors will be responsible
for any excess.

Fifty free reprints of articles will, if desired, be given to contributors. A limited number of
additional reprints at cost price can be supplied if application is made when returning proofs. An
estimate of the cost may be had from the Publishing Manager, British Medical Association.

Papers which have been published become the property of this Journal, and permission to republish
must be obtained from the Editors.

Application for advertisement space should be addressed to the Advertisement Manager, British
Medical Association, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1.
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ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES
Chronic Rheumatic Fever, by M. R. MODY, B. M.

ANSELL, E. G. L. BYWATERS, and G. T. THOMAS
(Canadian Red Cross Memorial Hospital, Taplow):
The term chronic was applied to cases where there was
evidence of rheumatic activity for more than 6 months.
This occurred in 106 of the 902 cases (11 per cent.)
admitted from 1947 to 1954. Of these, 58 were seen
among the 646 first attacks and 48 among the 256 patients
who had had at least one previous attack of rheumatic
fever or chorea. A comparison group, matched only
for first and second attacks, was drawn from patients
admitted over the same period.
On initial examination the incidence of carditis was

greater in those in whom the disease subsequently
persisted active for a prolonged period, and it was also
more severe. This state persisted to the time of dis-
charge and at the 5-year follow-up. The only other
distinguishing clinical feature was a higher incidence of
nodule formation in those in whom the disease became
chronic, 58 compared with 22 per cent. The mortality
during admission was 7-5 per cent. in those with pro-
longed activity and 1 9 per cent. in the comparison
group, and this difference was even greater at the 5-year
follow-up.

Discussion.-PROF. BYWATERS: We still, of course,
do not know whether this prolonged course in some way
brings about the severity, or whether the severity brings
about the prolonged course. I suppose there must be
some way of getting at the answer, but we do not yet
see how.

Some Preventable Hazards in the Management of
Steroid-Treated Patients requiring Surgery, by N.
BENNETT-JONES (Liverpool): Case histories of patients
with a variety of disorders were given to illustrate pre-
and post-operative hazards that could arise, particularly
if the surgeon was unaware that the patient had received
corticosteroid therapy, either immediately before surgery
or in the recent past. It was suggested, that until a
reliable and easily practical test of adrenal responsiveness
to stress was available, it was wise to err on the side of
prescribing prophylactic steroids to patients who have
previously been treated with corticosteroids, to increase
the dose of those already on it, and to be prepared to
treat energetically adreno-cortical failure should it
develop.

Discussion.-DR. DUDLEY HART (London): I think
we here are all thoroughly converted and this risk is
appreciated. The difficulty lies in patients who gravitate
from one department to another, but happily the
Ministry now issues steroid cards for the patients to
carry.

The Heberden Oration, 1961.-This was given
by the Rt. Hon. the Lord Cohen of Birkenhead, at
the Wellcome Foundation on December 1, 1961,
on the subject of "William Heberden-medicus
vere Hippocraticus: ultimus Romanorum".*

* This issue, p. 1.

LIGUE INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LE RHUMATISME

YEAR BOOK
The Secretariat of the International League

against Rheumatism has just published the 3rd
edition (1961) of the Year Book of the League.
This is a volume of 388 pages with 9 illustrations,
and is much more complete than its predecessors,
which contained only the list of members with their
addresses, arranged by country.
The new edition gives details of the organization

and work of the International League, of the
Continental Leagues, and of the National Leagues,
about forty in number. Questionnaires were

addressed to the headquarters of each National
League to discover how rheumatology is regarded
in each country, the manner in which the subject
is taught, how the articular diseases are treated,
the resources and funds available, and the projects
and ambitions of each individual organization.

Copies may be had from the Secretariat:
Prof. F. Delbarre, H6pital Cochin, Faubourg St.

Jacques, Paris XIIIe.
The price to members of the National Leagues is

12 N.F. (2.5 $), and to non-members 24 N.F. (5 $).

HOSPITAL DE LA SANTA CRUZ Y SAN PAULO, BARCELONA
A Postgraduate course on the rheumatic and allied from February 5-24, 1962, under the direction of Dr.

diseases was held under the auspices of the Depart- Jose M. Poal and his colleagues in the Section of
ment of Medicine (Prof. A. Rocha) in this hospital Rheumatology.
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