
BOOK REVIEW
Roentgen Manifestations of Rheumatoid Arthritis. By
Pekka Soila. 1958. Pp. 144, 63 figs, 10 tables.
Acta Rheumatologica Scandinavica, Supplement I.
Stockholm (Sweden), Turku (Finland).
The approach in this, the first supplement from Acta

rheumatologica, is in the classic tradition of the mono-
graphs of Acta radiologica. More than one thousand
patients, five areas radiographed, eleven radiological
signs this is the basis of a detailed description and
exhaustive analysis.
About half the book is given over to an account of the

radiological appearances in the hands, wrists, feet,
ankles, and knees. Little is here that has not been said
before, and this section remains a full exposition of
descriptive radiology. It is unfortunate that the repro-
ductions are not clear enough to recommend this work
to a novice.
With this wealth of material, a statistical approach,

which the reviewer takes on trust, becomes possible.

Analysis of each radiographic sign in each joint, by sex,
age group, and duration of the disease, is undertaken.
The early signs are stressed, sex difference outlined, and
a radiological staging for each joint suggested. An
example of the information produced comes from the
discussion of the frequency of appearance of alignment
changes in the feet. A statistically significant rise is
shown in both sexes 21 years after the onset of the
disease, and a second significant rise occurs after 5 years
in women only. In the midst of this detail one is forced
again and again to consider the selection of cases. The
series was confined to the age group 20 to 49, the sex
distribution was three women to two men, the diagnosis
"was established by the generally accepted criteria",
the joints were radiographed only "in the presence of
clinical changes". The numbers are so large, however,
that the conclusions are unlikely to be unacceptable, and
the conclusions are presented with a backing of obser-
vation not approached in previous accounts.

IFOR WILLIAMS.

LIGUE EUROPEENNE CONTRE LE RHUMATISME
Fourth Congress, Istanbul, 1959

A meeting of the Ligue Europeenne contre le
Rhumatisme will be held in Istanbul from Septem-
ber 28 to October 1, 1959. All those wishing to
attend or to read papers should communicate as
soon as possible with the Secretary of the Turkish
Committee, 4th European Congress of Rheuma-
tology, Tip Fakultefi, Fizik Tedavi, Klinigi, Cebeci,
Ankara, Turkey.

In connexion with the Congress, arrangements are
being made for those wishing to go by sea to leave
Genoa on September 23 on the S.S. Ankara (6,000

tons, taking a total of 475 passengers), calling at
Naples and Piraeus, and arriving at Istanbul on
September 27. Delegates may live aboard through-
out the congress and the Ankara will return to
Naples via Izmir and the Greek Islands on October 6.
Inclusive bookings at return party rates may be
made through Thos. Cook and Sons, to include
travel also to and from London. It will be neces-
sary to leave London not later than 11 a.m.
on September 22, arriving back at 8 p.m. on
October 7.

SOCIETA ITALIANA DI REUMATOLOGIA
Fourth A cqui Prize, 1959

The closing date for entries has been extended
to May 31, 1959. Competitors should enclose a brief
resume of their work in French or Italian. The panel

68

ofadjudicators will be announced after the last date of
entry. Particulars may be had from the Azienda
Autonoma di Cura di Acqui Terme, Piedmont, Italy.
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