ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES

that it is only by the elucidation of the peculiarities of the
individual host that full understanding will be achieved.
Murphy gives a masterly review of the histopathology
of rheumatic fever and advances the view that the Aschoff
bodies are formed from the damaged myocardial fibres.
There is a useful paper by H. L. Hodes on non-rheumatic
myocarditis, which emphasizes the non-progressive
nature of this cardiac damage compared with that of
rheumatic fever. Several papers discuss the acute-phase
reactions, including the measurement of hyaluronidase
inhibitor, C-reactive proteins, and antibody responses,
and demonstrate that, while such tests are of increasing
value, they are not yet of specific diagnostic quality.
Dorfman contributes an enlightening paper on the
biochemistry of connective tissue and rheumatic fever.
It was news to the reviewer that the only mammalian
organ which has been proved to contain hyaluronidase
is the testis. Well-balanced surveys by Rammelkamp on
the prevention of rheumatic fever and by Shapiro on its
management conclude an admirable volume.
DOUGLAS HUBBLE.

NEW YORK RHEUMATISM ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING, 1953
The Annual Meeting of the New York Rheumatism Association was held at the Cornell University
Medical College, New York, on April 8, 1953.
Dr. Charles Ragan presided, and the following
papers were given:
Relationship of Sensitized Sheep Cell Reaction to
Rheumatoid Arthritis. By Ronald W. Lamont-Havers
(Presbyterian Hospital).
Long-Term Therapy of Rheumatoid Arthritis with
PABA and Cortisone. By Leon L. Wiesel and A. Sidney
Barrit (Brooklyn Hospital).
Altered Hepatic Function in Rheumatoid Arthritis;
Effect of Butazolidin Therapy. By Jack R. Dordick and
Hyman Bakst (Beth Israel Hospital).
Chordotomy in the Treatment of Osteo-Arthritis of the
Hip. By Byron Stookey (Neurological Institute).
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value of such stimulating exchanges. This volume can,
however, be unreservedly recommended. Many of the
contributors, such as McQuarrie, Duckett Jones, G. E.
Murphy, Ann Kuttner, M. J. Shapiro, and F. F. Schwentker, have already made substantial advances in our
knowledge of rheumatic fever, and other writers whose
names are unknown to the reviewer here make impressive
contributions.
It is more than twenty years now since Alison Glover
wrote of rheumatic fever as an obsolescent disease, and
it is to his credit that time has proved his hopeful forecast
false. For rheumatic fever is still an implacable and
unconquered enemy of mankind. During the last six
months there has been a marked recrudescence of acute
rheumatism in children in areas where the disease has
been quiescent for two or three years; and it should be
continuously remembered that as many hearts are being
quietly crippled by one insidious attack as are damaged
by overt rheumatism. These papers not only deal with the
natural history, prophylaxis, and treatment of acute
rheumatism; their especial value lies in their recognition

Absorptive Arthropathy. By Murray Silver and Otto
Steinbrocker (Hospital for Joint Diseases).
Dissemination of Chronic Discoid Lupus Erythematosus.
By Jerome Simson (Third (New York University)
Division, Bellevue Hospital).

The following officers and executive committee
members were elected for 1953-54:
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary-Treasurer:
Executive Committee:

Robert M. Lintz
Jed H. Irvine
Bernard Rogoff
Charles Ragan
William Kammerer
Robert L. Preston
Edward F. Hartung
Currier McEwen
Charles M. Plotz

CORRIGENDUM
Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases (1953), 12, 49. In the list of Officers of the
Heberden Society for 1953, the initials of Dr. Ernest Fletcher should appear as
E.T.D. (not E.G.E.).

