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We have read with interest the recently published Viewpoint regarding a potential difference, or lack thereof, in the pathophysiology and response to treatment between patients with axial spondyloarthritis (axSpA) and those with psoriatic arthritis (PsA) and axial involvement (axPsA), a domain of PsA characterised by inflammation of the axial skeleton.1 While post hoc analyses of patients with axPsA from the phase III PSUMMIT-1 and PSUMMIT-22 and DISCOVER-1 and DISCOVER-23 studies were constrained by various aspects of trial design and available assessment tools, the results highlighted the need for clinical trials focusing on axPsA. We believe this important topic merits additional discussion.
We have previously acknowledged the limitations of the PSUMMIT-1 and PSUMMIT-2 axPsA cohort and agree that clinical judgement alone is insufficient to categorise patients as having axPsA in clinical trials.2 We also have noted that relying only on radiographic sacroiliitis to confirm the presence of axPsA is a potential limitation to the DISCOVER-1 and DISCOVER-2 post hoc analyses.3 Results of the guselkumab post hoc analyses, however, indicated potential efficacy of interleukin-23 inhibition in patients with axPsA, in contrast to a prior study in patients with ankylosing spondylitis, which also relied on locally read radiographs.4 Taken together, the aforementioned findings provided a framework on … 
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