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The recently published Global Rheumatology Alliance (GRA) physician-reported registry provides important information on COVID-19 disease morbidity patterns including characteristics associated with hospitalisation for patients with inflammatory rheumatic diseases (IRDs). Key findings reported include higher odds of hospitalisation with glucocorticoid exposure and comparatively decreased odds with anti-tumour necrosis factor biological disease modifying anti-rheumatic drugs (bDMARDs).1 Although this registry data are exceptionally valuable, the lack of a denominator IRD population at risk has meant it is unable to provide information on the true rate of COVID-19 disease incidence in IRDs. COVID-19 data published from New York and northeast Italy suggests incidence rates in IRD which are no different from the general population.2 3 Furthermore, GRA and EULAR reported hospitalisation rates of 46% and 49% for … 
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