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We report two cases with new onset of myeloperoxidase-antineutrophil-cytoplasmic antibodies (MPO-ANCA)-positive eosinophilic granulomatosis with polyangiitis (EGPA) under treatment with dupilumab, a monoclonal antibody against IL-4 and IL-13 receptors.
Patient 1 received dupilumab for chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal polyps (CRSwNP) and eosinophilic asthma with refractory course and persistent steroid requirements.1 After 2 weeks, she presented with exacerbated asthma, general symptoms, thoracoabdominal pain, non-specific neurological symptoms and myarthralgia. Blood testing showed eosinophilia, elevated C reactive protein (CRP), troponin and pro-brain natriuretic peptide (BNP) levels (figure 1A). Electrocardiography revealed conduction disturbances and echocardiography a pericardial effusion. CT chest showed scattered infiltrates, chronic bronchopathy and bronchiolitis. Because of the clinical presentation and the detection of ANCA against MPO EGPA was diagnosed2 and intravenous prednisolone (250 mg/day) was started for remission induction. Cyclophosphamide and rituximab were refused by the patient. Ten days later under prednisolone (50 mg/day), asthma and arthralgia worsened again, accompanied by increased CRP and hypereosinophilia. Prednisolone was increased … 
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