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have a duty of care to support and 
sustain our Ukrainian colleagues now 
and in the times to come.

We call for an immediate ceasefire in 
Ukraine, for the sake of humanity, for the 
sake of that population and for the sake 
of Ukrainian patients and their healthcare 
providers—by corollary, we call on our 
Russian medical colleagues to mediate for 
peace.

Peace has been at the centre of the Euro-
pean project3 and peace is fundamental to 
the remarkable achievements of humanity 
manifest beautifully in culture, science and 
modern medicine. Peace across Europe 
and the world is instrumental for the well- 
being of mankind in general, but especially 
for the benefit of our patients. ‘Primum 
non nocere’…
Contributors All authors contributed to the paper.

Funding The authors have not declared a specific 
grant for this research from any funding agency in the 
public, commercial or not- for- profit sectors.

Competing interests None declared.

Patient consent for publication Not applicable.

Ethics approval Not applicable.

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; 
internally peer reviewed.

© Author(s) (or their employer(s)) 2022. No commercial 
re- use. See rights and permissions. Published by BMJ.

To cite McInnes IB, Iagnocco A, Aletaha D, et al. 
Ann Rheum Dis 2022;81:747–748.

Received 12 April 2022
Accepted 13 April 2022
Published Online First 25 April 2022

Ann Rheum Dis 2022;81:747–748.
doi:10.1136/annrheumdis-2022-222652

ORCID iDs
Annamaria Iagnocco http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5592- 
724X
Daniel Aletaha http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2108-0030
Xenofon Baraliakos http://orcid.org/0000-0002-9475- 
9362
Johannes WJ Bijlsma http://orcid.org/0000-0002-0128- 
8451
Elsa F Mateus http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0059-2141

Zoltan Szekanecz http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7794- 
6844
Theodora P M Vliet Vlieland http://orcid.org/0000- 
0001-6322-3859
Josef S Smolen http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4302-8877

REFERENCES
 1 Roth J. Unerbittlicher Kampf (Relentless Fight) - 

Response to a questionnaire. Pariser Tagblatt (Parisian 
Daily News) After Joseph Roth 1894- 1939 - German 
Library No 7, Ed by Günther Pflug Exhibition Catalogue 
Frankfurt am Main 1979, p 248 1934;(365):4.

 2 Smolen JS. Greetings from the editor. Ann Rheum Dis 
2021;80:677–8.

 3 Heimann- Jelinek F. About Shacks, Tents and Europe. Old 
Liberties Of Hohenems. Journal of the Jewish Museum 
in Hohenems 2021;5:32–3.

 4 Reuters. COVID- 19 global tracker, 2022. Available: 
https://graphics reuters com/world-coronavirus-tracker-
and-maps/ [Accessed 26 Mar 2022].

 5 Hegel GWF. Vorlesung über die Philosophie der 
Weltgeschichte, 1955. Hoffmeister J, ed. Available: 
https://alphahistory com/history-quotes [Accessed 27 
Mar 2022].

 6 United Nations. Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
General Assembly resolution 217A, 1948. Available: 
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration- 
of-human-rights [Accessed 31 Mar 2022].

Greetings from the editor
Josef S Smolen    

The June issue of the Annals always 
appears at the time of the Annual Euro-
pean Congress of Rheumatology. For the 
past 2 years, owing to the COVID- 19 
pandemic, the European Alliance of Asso-
ciations for Rheumatology (EULAR) 
Congress was migrated to a virtual confer-
ence and it is a necessity and a pleasure to 
thank the whole EULAR team for the 
fantastic and successful efforts to run the 
virtual EULAR Congress smoothly, 
despite all the obstacles and risks of such 
an endeavour. However, a virtual confer-
ence is just not the same as a live meet-
ing—a sentiment already addressed in my 
2020 Greetings editorial.1 But we all can 
relax a bit now: 2022 will be different 
from 2020 and 2021 with the opportu-
nity to reconvene in person at the 
Congress in Copenhagen—what a change 
now in the third year of the pandemic, 
what a change with the availability of 
vaccines and medicines and the decreasing 
aggressiveness of the virus.

One year ago I brought the influenza 
pandemic in 1918–1920 to mind and 

mentioned that it had costed more lives 
than the first World War.2 Yet now, in 
the middle of the pandemic that has 
caused already about 6.5 million deaths 
by end of March,3 we have to witness 
the overt instigation of a new war within 
our peaceful European continent. Some 
thoughts on this tragedy and folly will be 
raised separately in this issue.4 But just to 
clearly annotate here, as a consequence 
of the war in the Ukraine many patients’ 
ailments can no longer be appropriately 
treated, many doctors cannot work in 
their hospitals and practices and medi-
cines have become sparse. People suffer 
and possibly die not only from the direct 
consequences of war but also from the 
loss of diagnostic and therapeutic oppor-
tunities. For all these reasons the call 
for immediate resurrection of piece is of 
highest urgency.

Scientific advances are built on the ability 
to work and having necessary and suffi-
cient resources, to do research in settings of 
opportunity, stability and peace. Exchange 
of most recent advances that arise are then 
reported in journals like ARD and at confer-
ences like the EULAR Congress.

The possibility to report advances of 
rheumatology research in Europe arose 

exactly 75 years ago, when EULAR was 
founded and the First European Congress 
of Rheumatology was held in Copenhagen, 
where we meet this year to not only further 
advance the field but also to commemorate 
the foundation of EULAR. Of course, as the 
world’s oldest rheumatology journal and as 
The EULAR Journal, ARD is delighted to be 
among the first to congratulate EULAR on 
the occasion of this anniversary.

To this end, ARD’s former editor Tore 
Kvien looked at some of the papers 
published in ARD in 1947 to see what 
has been, and what may not have been, 
resolved during these three quarters of a 
century. Among these papers were reports 
on the First European Congress of Rheu-
matology and on the latest Congress of 
the American Rheumatism Association, as 
ACR was then called—historic moments 
in the evolution of our field. This time- 
ride into the past is presented as a 'Pillar 
in Rheumatology’ paper5 in ARD’s section 
on ‘Heroes and Pillars of Rheumatology’, 
under which a number of highly renowned 
persons have been highlighted, persons 
of days long passed, but also persons 
whom many of us have still encountered 
and interacted with very recently.6–11 In 
passing, I note that this series has raised 
questions around gender aspects12 and I 
wish to reiterate13 that I hope ARD will 
receive more papers on female heroes14 
in the near future. Looking back at past 
achievements, past achievers and previous 
publications are often very enlight-
ening and important for the sake of 
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advancement and to enhance scientific 
integrity. Confucius said: ‘Study the past 
if you would define the future’ and, in this 
sense, Pearl Buck reiterated: ‘If you want 
to understand today, you have to search 
yesterday’.15 To this end, Kimme Hyrich, 
Hans Bijlsma and Dimitris Boumpas will 
present to you further historic ‘pillars’ in 
the course of the second half of 2022.

Inspired by EULAR’s 75th anniversary, 
ARD will host a ‘EULAR News’ page from 
now on. This will provide the leadership of 
EULAR with the opportunity to inform its 
constituency about new developments and 
discussions within this great organisation. 
ARD itself has founded a new section ‘Images 
in Rheumatology’—you are welcome to 
read the details regarding this novel publi-
cation element in the instructions to authors 
which are available online. This will hope-
fully further increase the value of ARD for 
our readers and authors and complement 
the journal’s scope. As you know, over and 
beyond this new section and the ‘Heroes and 
Pillars’ segment just mentioned above, the 
journal provides an opportunity to ‘think the 
unthinkable’ and to discuss ‘views on news’. 
In this latter section of the current June issue 
of ARD, Pisetsky and Winthrop address a 
paper published in a non- rheumatological 
journal which provides new evidence on the 
importance of cell- mediated immunity for 
the protective effects of vaccines.16 As you 
will certainly recall, ARD spearheaded the 
reporting on cellular immune responses in 
patients with rheumatic diseases, including 
those who lacked B cells,17–19 and while 
assumed to play a major role, it was still not 
clear from these findings the extent to which 
the T- cell response is protective; some 
answers to this important question now 
come from the paper reviewed as ‘News’ in 
this issue.

What else do we present in the June issue 
of ARD? Three EULAR points to consider, 
or recommendations, on imaging, cardio-
vascular risk management and observational 
data are published in print this month.20–22 
Another ‘Views- on- News’ piece is presented 
by Fanouriakis et al and deals with new ther-
apeutic options for systemic lupus erythema-
tosus (SLE), including lupus nephritis,23 24 
which will likely be followed by an update 
of the respective EULAR recommendations 
in due course.

Importantly, most of the background 
papers on systematic reviews informing 
EULAR recommendations or points to 
consider are published in ARD’s sister 
journal RMD Open.25–27 Its first editor, 
Bernard Combe, has been highly successful 
in launching the journal and has guided it 
thoughtfully over many years. His term as 
editor- in- chief will end this summer and it is 

a desire to thank him for his great and kind-
hearted partnership over so many years. He 
will be succeeded by Gerd Burmester, yet 
another premier rheumatologist and scien-
tist with whom the cooperation between 
the EULAR journals will continue at the 
highest level and with whom to interact 
will be a similar pleasure as with his prede-
cessor. Thank you very much Bernard, and 
welcome Gerd!

Speaking of cooperation and recom-
mendations: just a month ago, recommen-
dations for the diagnosis and management 
of a subset of autoinflammatory diseases, 
jointly developed by ACR and EULAR, 
were published in parallel by ARD and 
A&R.28 29 I am mentioning this fact to 
ensure that our readers realise how much 
collegiality and common focus toward 
taking the field forward govern the rela-
tionship between these two major rheu-
matology organisations and also the 
relationship between the two top rheuma-
tology journals. Of note, the current A&R 
editor Daniel Solomon and the current 
ARD editor not only collaborate scientifi-
cally30–33 but also cooperate in collegiality 
and friendship when general publication 
issues or matters of advancing scientific 
reporting arise. Indeed, spearheaded by 
Dr Solomon, this effort recently also 
involved all other EULAR and ACR 
journals, which published an editorial 
and editors’ comments in parallel and, 
thus, in the same spirit.34–38 Needless to 
say that this spirit was already present 
in interactions with the previous A&R 
editor, Richard Bucala, who, by the way, 
recently presented a fine piece on histor-
ical accounts regarding COVID- 19.39

Suddenly, we are back to history. Admit-
tedly, this Greetings article referred to 
history in several ways—to the history 
of infections, the history of European 
peace, the history of rheumatology and 
the history of EULAR and the impor-
tance to be willing to learn from history, 
for a better world, for peace and for the 
advancement of culture, science and 
health to best serve our patients…no, not 
just for our patients, but for all of us and 
the generations to come.

With my wholehearted wishes for peace 
and best wishes for a great EULAR Congress.
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