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We would like to thank Huang et al
1 for their interest in our study2 and the opportunity to discuss some aspects in more detail.
The limited sample size precluded subgroup analyses with regard to either the type of tumour necrosis factor inhibitor (TNFi) agent or the reason for discontinuation of the previous biologic disease-modifying antirheumatic drug (bDMARD). Moreover, drug discontinuation might be due to a combination of reasons (eg, only partial effectiveness combined with otherwise acceptable adverse events (AE)) further impeding this type of analysis in a real-world setting and requiring the definition of a hierarchy of reasons for discontinuation as introduced in a previous study.3

We have used two different statistical methods to account for … 
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