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Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a systemic autoimmune disease characterised by immune inflammation.1 Autoimmune haemolytic anaemia (AIHA) is a pathological state in which antibodies attack red blood cells. AIHA and SLE shared genetic and environmental risk factors and pathophysiological mechanisms.2 AIHA is clearly over-represented in patients with SLE and often occurs before a diagnosis of SLE.3 However, at present, studies on the incidence of SLE in patients with AIHA are scarce. Therefore, we explored the correlation between AIHA and SLE risk in a nationwide, population-based, matched cohort study.
In the 2003–2013 Taiwanese National Health Insurance Database, we identified patients newly diagnosed with AIHA between 2005 and 2012 (online supplemental figure S1). We selected age-matched and sex-matched (1:20) non-AIHA cohort from one million representative populations. From this cohort, we further selected a comparison group via propensity-score matching (PSM, 1:2) for age, sex, comorbidities and possible confounders using the greedy algorithm (online supplemental methods). Ultimately, we identified 713 patients with AIHA and 1416 PSM-matched individuals … 
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