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NCF1- 339 polymorphism and systemic 
lupus erythematosus

We read the publication on ‘NCF1- 339 polymorphism is asso-
ciated with altered formation of neutrophil extracellular traps, 
high serum interferon activity and antiphospholipid syndrome 
(APS) in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE)’ with great interest.1 
Linge et al concluded that “we revealed a striking connection 
between the ROS deficient NCF1- 339 genotypes and the pres-
ence of phospholipid antibodies and APS”.1 The NCF1- 339 
rs201802880 polymorphism is a single mutation that might 
cause the molecular change. Due to the mutation, the molecular 
weight change and the alteration of the phenotypic expression 
is the result. In the present report, Linge et al studied on only 
one genetic polymorphism and did not assess the possible effects 
of other genetic polymorphisms that might have clinical associ-
ation with SLE. The examples of those genetic polymorphisms 
are paraoxonase- 1 gene and PAL- 1 polymorphisms.2 3 Further 
studies to access the possible confounding factors of other 
genetic polymorphisms are required.
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