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In light of their increased risk of worst outcomes following COVID-19 infection, patients with rheumatic and musculoskeletal diseases (RMDs) on immunosuppressive therapy, including systemic glucocorticoids, biological (b) and targeted synthetic (ts) disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs (DMARDs), represent a vulnerable population which should be prioritised to receive vaccination. Controlled data on the effectiveness and safety of different COVID-19 vaccines on patients with RMD are not available yet. However, rheumatology providers and health professionals should be ready to offer timely guidance for the optimal use of vaccines for patients on immunomodulatory drugs. Based on the long-time experience with other non-live vaccines, the COVID-19 Task Force of the European League Against Rheumatisms (EULAR) first delivered a preliminary set of information in December 2020.1 Overall, it is expected that the safety and immunogenicity of COVID-19 vaccines for most of the DMARDs will be comparable with that registered for the general population,2–4 so that postponing vaccination pending more information appears unjustified. A number of independent surveys have however alarmingly reported that, among patients with RMD, potential acceptance of COVID-19 vaccines may not exceed 60%, without apparent differences in relation to specific diseases, comorbidities and type of medication.5–8 Strategies to effectively engage high-risk patients with RMD into vaccination programmes are therefore urgently needed.
Starting from 19 March 2021, rheumatologists of the IRCCS Policlinico San Matteo University Hospital of Pavia, Italy, have been actively involved in the vaccination campaign by personally contacting, booking and administering COVID-19 vaccines to patients with RMD on b/tsDMARDs followed at … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors SBu conceived the work, contributed to the analysis and interpretation of data, and drafted the manuscript. SBa contributed to the acquisition and interpretation of data and revised the manuscript critically for important intellectual content. LDS contributed to the acquisition and interpretation of data and revised the manuscript critically for important intellectual content. AM conceived the work, contributed to the interpretation of data and revised the manuscript critically for important intellectual content. BX contributed to the acquisition of data and revised the manuscript critically for important intellectual content. LB contributed to the acquisition of data and revised the manuscript critically for important intellectual content. SM contributed to the acquisition of data and revised the manuscript critically for important intellectual content. PD contributed to the acquisition of data and revised the manuscript critically for important intellectual content. CM conceived the work and revised the manuscript critically for important intellectual content. All the authors provided final approval of the version to be published.

	Funding This study was supported in part by fundings from the IRCCS Policlinico San Matteo Foundation, Pavia, Italy.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; internally peer reviewed.

	Supplemental material This content has been supplied by the author(s). It has not been vetted by BMJ Publishing Group Limited (BMJ) and may not have been peer-reviewed. Any opinions or recommendations discussed are solely those of the author(s) and are not endorsed by BMJ. BMJ disclaims all liability and responsibility arising from any reliance placed on the content. Where the content includes any translated material, BMJ does not warrant the accuracy and reliability of the translations (including but not limited to local regulations, clinical guidelines, terminology, drug names and drug dosages), and is not responsible for any error and/or omissions arising from translation and adaptation or otherwise.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Correspondence responseResponse to: ‘Correspondence on ‘EULAR December 2020 View points on SARS-CoV-2 vaccination in patients with RMDs’’ by Bugatti et al 

Johannes W J Bijlsma

on behalf of EULAR COVID-19 Task Force
JWJ Bijlsma


Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases 2021; 80 e157-e157   Published Online First:  27 Apr 2021. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-2021-220564 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: EULAR]
	[image: Eular textbooks]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Lay summaries
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EULAR textbooks
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2060Print ISSN: 0003-4967

        © European Alliance of Associations for Rheumatology, EULAR 2023. Published by BMJ. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


