





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 78, Issue 2 
	How to reduce the waiting time for the first consultation with the rheumatologist as a first step for a timely treatment


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Letter


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      How to reduce the waiting time for the first consultation with the rheumatologist as a first step for a timely treatment
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Omar Valenzuela, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-9577-3078Sebastián E Ibáñez Vodnizza

	
Facultad de Medicina Clínica Alemana–Universidad del Desarrollo, Hospital Padre Hurtado, Santiago, Chile



	Correspondence to
 Dr Omar Valenzuela, Hospital Padre Hurtado, Facultad de Medicina Clínica Alemana–Universidad del Desarrollo, Santiago, Chile; omarvalen{at}gmail.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2018-213793

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	health services research
	quality indicators
	rheumatoid arthritis

In Chile, the guaranteed therapy for rheumatoid arthritis did not consider biological drugs until 2015, when Law 20850 was promulgated.1 The criteria to start biological treatment and the follow-up periods differ from validated treat to target (T2T) strategies,2 allowing access only to patients who remain with a disease activity Score-28 with erythrocite sedimentation rate (DAS28-ESR) >5.1 despite 6 months of treatment with three non-biological disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs (DMARDs).3 Our results of the application of this law during the first year were recently published.4

The implementation of this law allowed us to identify difficulties to implement a successful T2T strategy: (1) access to the rheumatologist; (2) impossibility of carrying out an early control because of absence of medical hours; (3) limitation in the therapeutic … 
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