





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 76, Issue 11 
	Role of erosions typical of rheumatoid arthritis in the 2010 ACR/EULAR rheumatoid arthritis classification criteria: results from a very early arthritis cohort


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Clinical and epidemiological research


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Concise report


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Role of erosions typical of rheumatoid arthritis in the 2010 ACR/EULAR rheumatoid arthritis classification criteria: results from a very early arthritis cohort
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Gina Hetland Brinkmann1,2, 
	Ellen S Norli2,3, 
	Pernille Bøyesen2, 
	Désirée van der Heijde4, 
	Lars Grøvle1, 
	Anne J Haugen1, 
	Halvor Nygaard5, 
	Olav Bjørneboe3, 
	Cathrine Thunem6, 
	Tore K Kvien2, 
	Maria D Mjaavatten2, 
	Elisabeth Lie2

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Department of Rheumatology, Østfold Hospital Truststfold Hospital Trust, Grålum, Norway

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Department of Rheumatology, Diakonhjemmet Hospital, Oslo, Norway

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Department of Rheumatology, Martina Hansen Hospital, Bærum, Norway

	[bookmark: aff-4]4Department of Rheumatology, Leiden University Medical Center, Leiden, The Netherlands

	[bookmark: aff-5]5Department of Rheumatology, Lillehammer Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases, Lillehammer, Norway

	[bookmark: aff-6]6Department of Rheumatology, Betanien Hospital, Skien, Norway


	Correspondence to Dr Gina Hetland Brinkmann, Department of Rheumatology, Østfold Hospital Trust, Postbox 300, Grålum, N-1714, Norway; gina_hetland{at}hotmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Objective To determine how the European League Against Rheumatism (EULAR) definition of erosive disease (erosion criterion) contributes to the number of patients classified as rheumatoid arthritis (RA) according to the 2010 American College of Rheumatology/EULAR RA classification criteria (2010 RA criteria) in an early arthritis cohort.

Methods Patients from the observational study Norwegian Very Early Arthritis Clinic with joint swelling ≤16 weeks, a clinical diagnosis of RA or undifferentiated arthritis, and radiographs of hands and feet were included. Erosive disease was defined according to the EULAR definition accompanying the 2010 RA criteria. We calculated the additional number of patients being classified as RA based on the erosion criteria at baseline and during follow-up.

Results Of the 289 included patients, 120 (41.5%) fulfilled the 2010 RA criteria, whereas 15 (5.2%) fulfilled only the erosion criterion at baseline. 118 patients had radiographic follow-up at 2 years, of whom 6.8% fulfilled the 2010 RA criteria and only one patient fulfilled solely the erosion criterion during follow-up.

Conclusion Few patients with early arthritis were classified as RA based on solely the erosion criteria, and of those who did almost all did so at baseline.
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