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We thank Dr Bredemeier for his interest in our work.1 The need to measure duration as well as initial quality of response to a single cycle of rituximab has been recognised since the earliest trials using rituximab. Indeed, concomitant methotrexate was included in rituximab's license for rheumatoid arthritis because of improved duration of response, despite no difference in American College of Rheumatology (ACR) or European League Against Rheumatism (EULAR) response rates at 6 months.2 We therefore consider duration of response to be a meaningful outcome measure. We do not … 
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