





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 72, Issue 8 
	Systemic literature review of the performance of the 2010 ACR/EULAR classification criteria for rheumatoid arthritis: good news of debatable significance


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Electronic pages


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Letter


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Systemic literature review of the performance of the 2010 ACR/EULAR classification criteria for rheumatoid arthritis: good news of debatable significance
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	H Zeidler

	Correspondence to
 Professor H Zeidler, Emeritus, Medizinische Hochschule, Carl-Neuberg-Straße 1, Hannover 30625, Germany, zeidler.henning{at}mh-hannover.de





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2013-203842

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Rheumatoid Arthritis
	Treatment
	Inflammation



Radner et al1report the results of a systematic literature search analysing the numerous articles and conference proceedings which have examined the performance of the 2010 ACR/EULAR classification criteria for rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Their comprehensive evaluation determined whether the 2010 criteria were applied correctly in accordance with the original publication, explored the performance of the criteria as regards different methods for assessing the criteria components and using different reference standards, and finally, directly compared classification results obtained using the 2010 or the 1987 criteria. The overall sensitivity of the criteria was 82% and overall specificity was 61% when applied to the intended target population. Eight studies and five meeting abstracts directly compared the 1987 and 2010 criteria using different reference standards within different target populations. When patients with other diagnoses were excluded, the 2010 ACR/EULAR criteria demonstrated almost 21% higher sensitivity compared with the 1987 ACR criteria, although specificity was 16% lower. Therefore, Radner et al1 conclude that the 2010 criteria are more sensitive than the 1987 criteria at the cost of a slight decrement in specificity, which might increase the possibility that a few non-RA patients are classified as RA patients and, for example, entered into clinical trials. Another recent systematic literature review and meta-analysis including six full papers and four abstracts reported an identical result, stating that the new classification criteria have good sensitivity, lower specificity and an overall moderate … 
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