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    	Rheumatoid Arthritis
	B cells
	Lipids

B cell depletion by rituximab requires cross linking of CD20, which induces redistribution of CD20 to lipid rafts. This redistribution is correlated with efficiency of complement-dependent cytotoxicity (CDC) and antibody-dependent cell-mediated cytotoxicity (ADCC) in previous studies. The integrity of the lipid rafts may also be important in induction of apoptosis. In vitro, statins interfere with the formation of cholesterol-rich micro domains within the plasma membrane- the lipid rafts, which impairs lymphoma cell killing by ADCC and CDC by rituximab.1 We previously demonstrated that pre- and post-treatment numbers of plasmablasts were associated with clinical response to rituximab.2 Statins were recently reported to inhibit rituximab's clinical efficacy in rheumatoid arthritis (RA).3 We therefore tested for an association of statin use and both … 
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