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description on how to aspirate joints is a little too didactic for
me.
The information provided in this book can be easily gleaned

more simply by reviewing relevant chapters in available
rheumatology textbooks, supplemented by a limited literature
search. This rheumatologist was relieved to read 'that the
radical treatment of liver transplantation should not be
routinely advocated for haemophiliacs' (even by surgeons!).
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Book reviews

The management of musculoskeletal problems in
the haemophilias. Eds R B Duthie, C R Rizza,
P L F Giangrande, C A F Dodd. (Pp 282; £60.) Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1994. ISBN 0-19-262317-6.

The Oxford Haemophilia Centre's previous contributions to
the understanding and management of haemophilia are well
recognised. This book, in common with its first edition, is very
much about how musculoskeletal problems are managed in
Oxford in an apparently 'clear, didactic and straightforward'
manner. Since the first edition, much has changed in
haemophilia, the molecular defect is defined in a clotting
factor concentrate prepared by recombinant technology and
licensed for human use, but these successes have been
undermined by HIV 1 infection and, in those not HIV
infected, by the occurrence of chronic liver disease caused by
hepatitis C.

In the first edition of the book, all the contributors were
from Oxford. This edition includes special contributors-
whether these contributions were to widen appeal or provide
a great depth of experience is not clear. I, however, would have
understood the appeal of a single centre volume.
Not surprisingly, a book written by orthopaedic surgeons

and haematologists is aimed at these specific groups. Whether
orthopaedic surgeons will find it useful, I am unsure. Haema-
tologists may be frustrated by the superficial discussions on
coagulation. There is not enough depth in the discussion of
the muscloskeletal aspects for it to be of sufficient interest to
rheumatologists. Disappointingly, the expertise offered by
rheumatologists in the management of musculoskeletal
disorders is not acknowledged. Whether this is because few
rheumatologists have expressed an interest in haemophilic
arthritis or because a bias exists at one centre is not readily
apparent. A few specific statements and omissions deserve
comment. Although I agree that aspirin based compound
should be avoided in haemophilia, I cannot understand why
mefenamic acid deserves special inclusion, while the work on
the safety and efficacy of ibuprofen and some other non-
steroidal agents in haemophilia is totally omitted. It is
also difficult to understand why, despite the overwhelming
evidence against intra-articular steroids damaging cartilage in
inflammatory arthritis, we are advised that they do so in
haemophilic arthritis. There is also scant discussion of joint
sepsis in HIV positive haemophiliacs, which one author
highlights as a major problem. No mention is made of work
from several centres on yttrium synovithesis. Advice on
not injecting clotting factor concentrate into the joint,
surprisingly, is justified on the basis of inducing inhibitory
antibodies, rather than on pathogenetic grounds. The detailed

Acute rheumatic and unological diseases:
management ofthe critically ill patient. Ed B F Mandell.
(Pp 640; $195.) New York: Marcel Dekker, 1994. ISBN
0-8247-9125-8.

It is in the management of patients with multisystem diseases
that rheumatologists are most tested as clinicians. Such
patients need careful assessment, knowledgable interpretation
of a range of investigations, and the subsequent instigation of
often toxic drugs. Rheumatologists and clinical immunologists
will be looking for a text where information can be found
quickly but is backed up by appropriate references-a book,
therefore, that is 'user friendly'. How does this book fare?
The layout is encouraging, with a problem oriented

approach. There are no chapters on systemic lupus
erythematosus or Wegener's granulomatosus (WG), but
rather on fever, acute renal failure, respiratory insufficiency,
etc. Many chapters facilitate differential diagnosis and
decision making by presenting algorithms and flow charts;
there is an excellent one concerning febrile lupus patients. In
other chapters, the text is broken up by tables, and I was
interested to read of the 'Chinese restaurant syndrome' as a
differential diagnosis of anaphylaxis. Throughout the book,
the number of illustrations is disappointing: three poor quality
x ray reproductions, one arteriogram, and two glomeruli
(both black and white) are all that I came across. A chapter
on cutaneous vasculitis containing some colour slides would
be welcomed.
There is an American feel to this book, and with the vast

majority of its contributors being North American (two UK,
no other European), I detected a slight bias towards North
American references. The problem oriented approach that the
book offers has the drawback of causing fragmentation of
information on individual diseases;WG for example, is briefly
mentioned as a cause of fever, and more thoroughly covered
in the chapters on systemic vasculitis, CNS vasculitis and
acute renal failure, but when it comes to treatment, coverage
is disappointingly unclear. Relevant drugs are discussed but
under lengthy paragraphs, often without subheadings, from
which snippets of information have to be gleaned. This
fragmentation is not helped by an inadequate index, forcing
the reader to seek information from chapter headings. Other
conditions that were poorly discussed included Behcet's
disease (especially its treatment) and relapsing polychondritis
(not even mentioned in the index, although covered briefly in
the chapter on fever).

This is a book that excites on early examination, but
disappoints and frustrates with continued usage. There are
some excellent chapters, but for clinical utility and 'user
friendliness' it fails to deliver. I wanted a book that could save
time otherwise devoted to searching references in the library,
and for the most part it doesn't. At $195, it seems a lot to
pay.
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