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Notes and news

Alessandro Robecchi international
rheumatology prize
The VIth Alessandro Robecchi international prize in memory
of Professor Alessandro Robecchi, president of the International
League against Rheumatism, is a rheumatology prize given
every four years. The first was presented in 1972 at Aix-les-
Bains, followed by Helsinki 1975, Wiesbaden 1979, Moscow
1983, and Athens 1987. The sixth prize will be delivered during
the XIIth congress of the European League against Rheumatism
at Budapest in June 1991.
The object of the prize is to reward clinical, biological, and

experimental research in rheumatology, but excludes general
reviews. It will be confined to medical works published or
accepted for publication during the past four years. The value
of the prize is 2-5 million Italian liras. It should be written in
Italian, French, German, Spanish, or English. If the paper was
originally published in another language the candidate must
provide a translation in any of the above. A summary in English
will be added and seven copies should be provided by all
entrants before 31 December 1990.
The prize will be decided by an absolute majority of the jury,

but the jury has reserved the right to make no award if no work
is considerable suitable. The prize may be divided between not
more than two candidates. The winner of the prize will be
obliged to publish his work if it has not been published
beforehand and two copies should be sent to the secretary of the
Foundation.

All correspondence and the papers themselves should be sent
to: Professor Stefano Di Vittorio, Primario della Divisione di
Rheumatologia, Ospedale Maggiore de San Giovanni Battista,
Corso Bramante 88-10126, Torino, Italy.

Society for Surgery of the Shoulder and
Elbow
The 5th European congress of the Society for Surgery of the
Shoulder and the Elbow will be held from 6-8 June 1991, at the
Congress Center, Wurzburg.

Topics will include the shoulder and sport, and nerve
entrapment syndromes around the elbow, and there will be
workshops on arthroscopy, joint replacement, and arthrosono-
graphy of the shoulder and elbow. Additionally, a Cyriax
course for the shoulder will be held.

For further information please contact: Professor Dr med J
Eulert, Orthopadische Universitatsklinik Konig-Ludwig-Haus,
Brettreich-str 11, 8700 Wurzburg, Germany.

Genetic linkage in rheumatoid arthritis
The UK National Repository for Genetic Studies ofRheumatoid
Arthritis would like to hear about families with rheumatoid
arthritis. They are interested in genetic linkage and would
particularly like to study affected sibling pairs who have both
parents alive. They need to study 200 pairs to have sufficient
statistical power to show linkage. If you know of such a family
please contact: Mrs Irene Smith, the genetics programme
administrator at theARC Epidemiology Research Unit, Stopford
Building, University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester
M13 9PT.

Advanced seminars in diagnostic
imaging
The department of radiology, University of California, San
Diego School of Medicine, is presenting two advanced seminars
in diagnostic imaging on 7-9 December 1990 and 1-3 March
1991, at the Ritz-Carlton Resort Hotel, Laguna Niguel,
California. The registration fee is 400 dollars for doctors and
275 dollars for residents, fellows, and technologists. The course
will be accredited by the University of California, San Diego
School of Medicine for 18 hours in category 1.
The program director is Dr David S Feigin. These courses

are specifically intended for experienced imagers and other
doctors thoroughly sophisticated in the fundamentals of
radiology.

For further information please contact: Dawne Ryals, Ryals
& Associates, PO Box 1925, Roswell, GA, USA. Tel: 30077
1925, (404) 641 9773. Fax: (404) 552 9859.

Health Service provision in
rheumatology
A one day conference on Health Service provision in rheuma-
tology: a practical approach for clinicians, will take place on
14 December 1990, and the organisers are keen to encourage
at least one person from each district to attend and bring
a manager from their district with them.

For further details please contact: Ms Lorraine Johnson,
Conference Manager, BSR, 3 St Andrew's Place, Regents Park,
London NW1 4LE.

Book reviews
Rheumatology (Pocket Consultant). G V Campion, A St J
Dixon. (Pp 314; £13-95.) Oxford: Blackwell, 1989. ISBN
0-632-01112-2.

A quick, accessible source of rheumatological information for
junior doctors, general practitioners, medical students, and
those more inquisitive members of the paramedical professions
has been provided by this new entrant to an extremely
competitive marketplace. There is little doubt that it outstrips
many of its competitors by a large margin. It is compact, readily
nestling in a coat pocket, and information is presented in a
clear, logical fashion, though the style tends to be didactic-a
necessary evil I am afraid in a book of this sort.

I particularly liked the chapters on 'The clinical history and

examination' (which would grace many larger rheumatological
tomes) and 'Connective tissue diseases'. The impression given
throughout the book is that the authors fully understand the
coalface, and have spent a great deal of time there! There are of
course a few minor quibbles. I am not sure that inclusion of the
large table of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs with
dosages and side effects is appropriate, nor is a similarly large
table oflaboratory normal values (including faecal fat excretion).
These slight aberrations are easily forgiven, however, when
other thoughtful and informative tables, such as allowances for
the disabled, are included. More use of line and flow diagrams
might have been made, but illustrations that are included
reproduce well.

This is a book full of rheumatological commonsense, but at
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