
Heberden Society 577

Anti-DNA Antibodies in Discoid Lupus Erythematosus. By
P. DAVIS, B. ATKINs, and G. R. V. HUGHES (Department
ofRheumatology, Royal Postgraduate Medical School)
The exact relationship between discoid lupus erythemato-
sus (DLE) and systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is
still in some doubt. The high incidence ofDLE in patients
with SLE, the progression of between 1-3% to 5% of cases
of DLE to develop SLE, and the identical histological
nature of skin lesions in both diseases has led to the
belief that DLE and SLE occur at two ends of a spectrum
of the same disease (Dubois, 1966). Burch and Rowell
(1971), however, have provided evidence to suggest that
DLE and SLE are separate disease entities with different
genetic background and natural history.
The aim of this paper was to study DNA antibodies in

patients with SLE, in whom DLE was a feature and cases
of cutaneous LE without systemic involvement. DNA
antibodies have been shown to be highly specific for SLE
and in particular have not been found in other diseases
commonly associated with positive ANF's and LE cells
(Hughes, 1971). Fifteen cases of DLE with systemic
involvement, all of whom satisfied the A.R.A. criteria for
the classification of SLE (Davis and others, 1973), 25
cases of DLE without evidence of multisystem involve-
ment, and 20 normal controls have been examined. DNA
antibodies were detected by the modified Farr technique.
Results are expressed as a percentage. Normal range
0-30%.

Results Maximum DNA binding results have been
recorded. All 15 cases with SLE had DNA binding above
the upper limit of normal (range 39-93%; mean level
67 %). All normal controls had DNA binding below 30%
(range 0-27 %; mean level 16 %). In the patients with DLE
there was a wider scatter of results (range 0-76 Y.). Seven
patients (26 %) had DNA binding greater than 30%
falling into the range usually associated with active
systemic lupus erythematosus, although they had no
systemic features. In these patients, the mean level 24%
was statistically greater than in the normal group.

In view of the specificity ofDNA antibodies for SLE it is
suggested that these results support a relationship between
discoid LE and SLE, and that they may have prognostic
significance.

Discussion
PROF. E. G. L. BYWATERS (Taplow) It has been
appreciated for a long time that these cases of discoid
lupus who develop systemic manifestatious tend to run
very mild courses and have a very much better prognosis
than those who are systemic from outset. I think this
study begins to bear out this clinical impression.

DR. W. C. DICK (Glasgow) I may have missed this, but
are you not really just trying to tell us that DNA anti-
bodies are specific for LE on the one hand but not too
specific on the other?

DR. DAVIS The clinical and serological similarities
between these two diseases is well known. Our results
confirm yet another similarity with the presence of DNA
antibodies in both discoid LE and systemic LE. If you
believe the hypothesis that these two conditions are
pathogenetically similar, then our paper enhances thc
specificity of the test.
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Antigen Catabolism in New Zealand and Other Strains of
Mice. By K. WHALEY, J. WEBB, and I. A. MORE (Depart-
ment ofPathology, Western Infirmary, Glasgow, and Centre
for Rheumatic Diseases and University Department of
Medicine, Royal Infirmary, Glasgow)
The rates ofcatabolism of three soluble antigens, bovine y-
globulin, bovine serum albumin, and polyvinyl pyrrolidine
have been studied in NZB, NZW, BWF1, BALB/c, CBA,
and C3Hf mice. New Zealand mice catabolized these
antigens more rapidly than nonautoimmune strains of
mice. Experiments to investigate these findings have
been performed and these include studies of thyroxine
secretion rates and the effects of adjuvant administration
on antigen catabolism. Althoughmarked interstrain varia-
tions in thyroxine secretion rates were found they were
not related to antigen catabolism. Injection of Freund's
complete adjuvant to mice before antigen administration
markedly increased catabolism rates in BALB/c and CBA
mice, whereas NZB showed much smaller increases
suggesting that the macrophages of NZB mice are
already 'activated'. Preliminary electron microscope
studies of splenic macrophages and Kupffer cells have
shown increased phagocytic activity in NZB mice.

Discussion
DR. B. VERNON-ROBERTS (London) I think your results
are very interesting, but there has been in recent years
some stress on unaltered antigen which is retained on the
cell membrane of the macrophage and it is this important
component which induces the immune response and not
the antigen that is broken down after being taken into
macrophage. How important is catabolism?

DR. WHALEY I take your point. If we look at the rate of
removal of aggregated protein antigens and aggregate
free proteins, the rate of removal is possibly important in
antibody production and resistance to tolerance. It is also
known that in the rapidly removed part of the antigen the
first part that sticks on the membrane is probably in the
immunogenic part. All I would like to say is that I think
these preliminary results are probably quite important. I
think they may be more important in the resistance of
immunological tolerance. In other words the faster an
antigen is catabolized the less likely is its direct access to
lymphocytes, if one believes this theory.

DR. D. C. DUMONDE (Kennedy Institute) It would be
interesting to hear your present data on whether the
half-life of serum proteins in these different mice is
actually different. For example, if you injected labelled
mouse albumin into these different strains ofmice, whether
you would find some differences. I think one ofthe interest
ing features about your results is that you seem to have
established differences in different strains only with
bovine y-globulin as your foreign protein.

DR. WHALEY These results have been submitted to very
stringent statistical analysis and the blood clearances of
BSA and PVP are significantly faster in New Zealand
mice than controls.
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