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        Risk of cancer may be slightly increased, but extra screening is not necessary

      
    
The first report linking cancer with scleroderma (Scl) was 50 years ago when a case of alveolar cell carcinoma was described.1 Since then there have been several further case reports and series linking Scl with cancer at various sites.2 The sites of cancer most frequently reported are the lung3,4 and breast5 (perhaps reflecting their prevalence in the general population), but cancers at other sites have also been reported.2,6 In this issue of the Annals there is a report of an Australian population study on Scl and cancer.7 The authors showed a doubling in the risk of all cancers over an average six year follow up period, with the lung being the site at greatest risk. It is thus timely to consider all the evidence suggesting this association is real and then explore some of the possible underlying explanations.

      IS THERE AN ASSOCIATION?

      It is necessary to compare the incidence of cancer occurring in patients with Scl with that occurring in an appropriately matched general population sample, typically derived from regional or national cancer registers. Studies, such as the current report from Australia, are enhanced when they attempt to include all cases arising in a population to minimise the likelihood of a severity bias. Table 1 summarises the results of a number of such main population studies. In these studies the risk of cancer is expressed as standardised incidence ratios (SIRs) … 
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