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Communications This journal exists to publish work on all
aspects ofrheumatologyand disorders ofconnective tissue.
Laboratory as well as clinical studies are welcome. In
addition brief communications, for example reports of
single cases, will be printed if of exceptional interest.

Papers, which will be accepted on the understanding
that they have not been and will not be published else-
where and are subject to editorial revision, should be
addressed to The Editor, Annals ofthe Rheumatic Diseases,
Kennedy Institute of Rheumatology, Bute Gardens,
London W6 7DW.
Note: Two copies should be supplied, one a typed top
copy. Authors requiring acknowledgement of papers sub-
mitted should enclose a stamped addressed postcard or,
if overseas, an international reply paid coupon.
The author should make adequate reference to previous

work on his subject, and provide a full summary of his
observations and conclusions.

Articles must be typewritten on one side of the paper
only, in double spacing with ample margins. Only
recognised abbreviations should be used.

Tables should be presented on separate sheets apart
from the text.
SI units The units in which the work was done will appear
first with the other units, i.e. SI or traditional units, appear-
ing after in parentheses. With regard to tables and figures,
a conversion factor should be given as a footnote.
References In accordance with the Vancouver agreement
many medical journals are to standardise the instructions
they issue to authors on the preparation of articles.
References will be cited by the numerical system already
familiar in many journals, including the British Medical
Journal.
A paper (or book) cited in the text is referred to there

by a superscript number. In the list of references the
papers (or books) appear in the numerical order in
which they are first cited in the text, not in alphabetical
order by authors' names. For convenience in preparing
the typescript the reference number may be typed
between parentheses on the line, not superscript. The
titles of journals are abbreviated in accordance with the
style of Index Medicus. In the typescript they should
either be abbreviated in that style or given in full. Three
examples follow:

Green A B, Brown C D, Grey E F. A new method
of measuring the blood glucose. Ann Rheum Dis
1980; 64: 27-9.

2 Green A B, Brown C D. Textbook of Medicine.
London: Silver Books, 1980.

3 Grey E F. Diseases of the pancreas. In: Green A B,
Brown C D, eds. Textbook of Medicine. London:
Silver Books, 1980: 349-62.

Copies of the Vancouver agreement (50p, post free)
are obtainable from the Publishing Manager, British
Medical Journal, BMA House, Tavistock Square,
London WC1H 9JR.

References will not be checked in the editorial office.
Responsibility for their accuracy and completeness lies
with the author.

Illustrations These should be marked on the back with
the author's name, numbered, and the top edge indicated.
Separate illustrations should be separately numbered 1, 2,
3, etc. (not la, lb, 1c). Only illustrations appearing
together in the same block should bear the same number
and separate lettering la, lb, Ic, etc. Photographs should
be on glossy paper. Radiographs should be submitted as
prints suitable for reproduction. Line drawings should be
in black ink on white paper or card and have lettering
large enough to be clear when reduced on the page.
Legends to illustrations should be typed in double spacing
on a separate sheet and those for photomicrographs
should include magnification.
Proofs Contributors will receiveoNEproof, and should read
it carefully for printers' errors, and check the tables, figures,
legends, and any numerical, mathematical, or other scien-
tific expressions. Alterations to the original text should be
kept to a minimum and may be charged to the author.
Reprints 25 reprints will be supplied free of charge.
Additional reprints may be ordered from the Publishing
Manager when the proofs are returned.
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