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BOOK REVIEWS
Gouty Arthritis and Gout. By T. E. Weiss and A.

Segaloff. 1959. Pp. 221, 58 figs, bible, index.
Thomas, Springfield, Ill.; Blackwell, Oxford. (60s.)
To quote from the preface "This compilation of

theories, facts, clinical observations, pathology, treat-
ment, and extensive bibliography was undertaken to
furnish the student, clinician, and investigator with a
usable reference on gout." The text is readable, well
illustrated, and up to date. Each chapter can be read
on its own, which is useful for reference, although at the
cost of appearing somewhat repetitious to the reader who
follows the whole text through. The authors' own
experience of 280 patients with gout enlivens the chapter
on clinical finding and complications. An extensive
bibliography (394 references) is well reviewed and covers
almost all the relevant literature in the English language.
(Only nine references are made to papers in German or
French.) There are one or two topics-such as the
prevalence of gout and hyperuricaemia-which are not
mentioned and there are occasional textual errors (for

example "rarer" instead of newer (p. 51, line 6)). But
these are minor defects. The authors have stated their
object and have achieved it, and in doing so have given
us a first-rate book on gout.

A. ST. J. DIXON.

Radiodiagnostic en rhumatologie. 400 images de base.
By S. de Seze, A. Djian, and M. Phankim-Chapuis.
1960. 188 pp., 400 figs. Expansion Scientifique,
Paris. (30 N.F.)
This loose-leaf collection of 400 small reproductions

of radiographs of diseases of interest in rheumatology is
intended for students of the subject and should prove of
some value. Most of the illustrations make their point,
but reduction in size, and reversal of normal white on
black, lack verisimilitude. Advertising matter on every
page mars an otherwise good idea and an attractive
presentation.

A. ST. J. DIXON.

X INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF RHEUMATOLOGY
Rome, 1961

The Tenth International Congress of Rheu-
matology will be held in Rome on September 4 to 7,
1961, under the presidency of Prof. L. Villa.

Those who wish to contribute a paper to the scientific
sessions are asked to submit to the Scientific Committee
by December 31, 1960, the title and a 200-word summary
in triplicate (with an English and French translation).
There will be simultaneous translation at the congress
into English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish.

All requests for general information should be
addressed to the General Secretary of the Congress,

Prof. C. B. Ballabio, Clinica Medica Generale, Via
F. Sforza 35, Milano, Italy.
For scientific information and particulars of the

exhibition of rheumatological literature, please write to
Prof. Alessandro Robecchi, Centro di Reumatologia
dell'Ospedale San Giovanni Battista, Corso Bramante 88,
Torino, Italy.
For information concerning the location of the Con-

gress, the exhibition of scientific material, and accom-
modation, please write to Prof. Tomaso Lucherini,
Istituto di Reumatologia del l'UniversitA IX Padiglione,
Policlinico Umberto 1, Rome, Italy.
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HEBERDEN SOCIETY
erythrocyte sedimentation rate was raised in each case.
The organism in two cases was identified as staph.
aureus. The cases emphasized the difficulty in diagnosis
and the advisability of joint aspiration or biopsy to
confirm the diagnosis.

DR. T. HIGHTON: On the Shrinkage Temperature of
Collagen in Rheumatoid Arthritis, Scleroderma, and Other
Conditions.-An apparatus for determining the shrinkage
temperature of collagen on a biopsy specimen was des-
cribed. Normal values for the shrinkage temperature of
human collagen from different sites and at different ages
was given. Variations from the normal, e.g. in rheuma-
toid arthritis, were described. A biological pattern in
the shrinkage temperature of collagen from other species
was demonstrated. The possible implications of these
findings were discussed.

DR. C. GRESSON: Angiomatous Rheumatism.-A case
of angiokeratoma corporis diffusam (Falry) occurring in
a 37-year-old male was described, with a detailed account
of the rheumatic disability. Renal biopsy findings were
illustrated. The relationship of the inborn error of
metabolism to the angiomas and to the rheumatic pains
was discussed.

DR. C. ALEXANDER: Some Points in the Radiology of
the Rheumatic Disorders.-This paper stressed the degree

BRA

To celebrate the 10th anniversary of the rheuma-
tism department of the General Hospital in Rio de
Janeiro, presided over by Professor Pedro Nava,
the Journal Brasil-Midico has issued a special
number. This contains full reports of the ten
symposia held in his honour, each presided over by
a physician distinguished in the field of rheuma-
tology.
The subjects are: The Field of Rheumatology

to which technical aspects affect the usefulness of
radiology and the need of technique to the clinical
picture. The need for a control film of the normal side
in suspect rheumatoid arthritis and tuberculosis, the value
of x-raying both hands and feet in any doubtful arthritis,
the value of a weight-bearing lateral film of the feet and
of tomography of the spine were discussed and illus-
trated.
The radiological findings in collagen and rheumatic

diseases, shoulder degeneration and Caisson disease were
discussed. The concept of osteo-arthritis as impairment
of cartilage elasticity due to stress (Hersche, 1954) and
the demonstration of cartilage changes after denervation
(Acheson, 1958) were described and related to the radio-
logical findings.
The conditions simulating ankylosing spondylitis were

discussed and the suggestion was made that ankylosing
spondylitis and Reiter's syndrome were in fact opposite
poles of the same disease.
A clinical demonstration of cases was arranged by the

staff of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, and the following
papers were also presented:
DR. K. IBBERTSON: Disorders of Calcium Metabolism

in Bone and Their Treatment.

DR. B. ROSE and DR. I. C. ISDALE: Agglutination Tests
for Rheumatoid Arthritis.

ZIL

(Dr. Jacques Houli); Rheumatoid Arthritis (Dr.
Waldemar Bianchi); Infective and Allergic Arthritis
and the Para-Rheumatic Inflammatory Disorders
(Dr. Pedro Nava); Osteo-arthritis (Dr. Da Silva);
Gout and Metabolic Arthropathy (Dr. I. Bonomo);
Non-Articular Rheumatism (Dr. H. Seda); Vertebral
Arthrosis (Dr. C. V. Nunes); Ankylosing Spondylitis
(Dr. N. Senise); and Rheumatic Disease as a Social
Problem (Dr. D. Olinto). W.S.C.C.

VI INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
Basel, 1960

The VI International Congress organized by the
International Society of Internal Medicine (Presi-
dent: Sir Russell Brain) will be held on August 24-27,
1960, at Basel, Switzerland, under the presidency of
Prof. A. Gigon.
The principal subjects will be: Pathogenesis and

Treatment of Oedema and Clinical Enzyme Tests.
Panel discussions will be held on: Interstitial Nephritis,

Nephrosis, Diuretics, Enzymology, Serology of Rheu-
matic Disease, Instruction in Internal Medicine.
The official languages are German, French, and

English. Programmes and registration forms (to be
completed by April 30) may be obtained from the
Congress Secretary:

Prof. Dr. H. Ludwig,
Steinentorstrasse 13,

Basel 10, Switzerland.
6A
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