
EMPIRE RHEUMATISM COUNCIL
A sub-committee appointed to make a trial of

adrenaline cream had published their adverse findings in
the Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases, and a summary
had appeared in the Lancet and the British Medical
Journal.
Grants for equipment and apparatus for hormonal

research had been made to many centres, including
University College Hospital, and Royal Free Hospital,
London; Royal Mineral Water Hospital, Bath; Royal
Infirmary, Manchester; Northern General Hospital,
Edinburgh; and Canadian Red Cross Memorial Hospital,
Taplow.

Following the publication of the Report on the Chronic
Rheumatic Diseases issued by the Royal College of
Physicians, the Council had convened a Regional Sub-
committee to discuss problems relating to rheumatic
research, treatment, and education; to exchange infor-
mation; and to consider matters wherein the Empire
Rheumatism Council could be of assistance. Infor-
mation was to be presented from the Regional Hospital
Board areas regarding treatment, research, and education;
staff available (including Registrars); inter-relationship
with physical medicine; and other regional problems.
This sub-committee should thus assist in improving
existing facilities and initiating schemes to forward the
suggestions made in the Report.
The British Branch of the European League against

Rheumatism had continued to receive financial aid from
the Council. The Etiropean Congress on Rheumatology,
organized at Barcelona by the Spanish Rheumatism
Society under the auspices of the European League
against Rheumatism, had been one of the outstanding
gatherings of 1951.
Education.-The Education Sub-committee felt that

it could serve a useful purpose in bringing to the notice
of the Royal College of Physicians the deficiency in
education of students and practitioners, and in submitting
evidence of progress to the Regional Medical Boards.

Post-graduate lecture and demonstration courses had
been held by permission of the Middlesex Hospital, at
the Arthur Stanley Institute, Peto Place.
Of a series of broadcast talks, published by the Council

during 1950, over 13,000 copies had been sold. The
copyright had been generously presented by the author
to the New Zealand Rheumatism Council and the
Australian Rheumatism Council, both of which had
received copies for advance distribution, and similar
facilities had been accepted by the Canadian Arthritis and
Rheumatism Society.
The first issues of the Annotated Bibliography of

Cortisone, ACTH, and Related Hormonal Substances
had appeared in December, 1950, and April, 1951. The
Council was indebted to Dr. Oswald Savage for his
meticulous care in preparing them.

Commonwealth.-The first meeting of the Common-
wealth Sub-committee had been held in February, 1951.
Its functions were agreed to be education and published
literature; and the interchange of fellowships and
scholarships between the United Kingdom and the
Commonwealth, thus placing research workers in the
most advantageous positions.
The second Annual Report (1949-50) of the Canadian

Arthritis and Rheumatism Society had recorded a
successful year of progress, an outstanding item being
the award of eleven Fellowships tenable in Canada,
America, and England. Three Fellows had been
appointed to England-two to the West London Hos-
pital, and the third to the Royal Infirmary, Manchester.
This exchange of personnel afforded a valuable oppor-
tunity of gaining experience of the systems in operation
in other countries.
The first Annual Report (1949-50) of the Australian

Rheumatism Council showed that they too were forging
ahead.

Finally, the Chairman said that as the Empire
Rheumatism Council was free from state control
and was not state-aided, an opportunity presented
itself to all charitably disposed persons to devote
their financial assistance to furthering the Council's
medical and scientific research into one of the most
prevalent, prolonged, and painful disorders afflicting
mankind.

LIGUE EUROPEENNE CONTRE LE RHUMATISME

THIRD EUROPEAN CONGRESS, 1955

The third congress of the European League
against Rheumatism will be held in Amsterdam in
the spring of 1955, probably at the end of April
or beginning of May (the flowering-time of the

bulbs). Members of the Dutch Branch of the
European League (Nederlandske Vereniging van
Rheumatologen) will act as hosts and organizers
of the congress.

NOTE
A course of 24 lectures on aspects of rheumatic disease was given in April and May, 1952, at the Rheumatism

Clinic of the Hospital de la Santa Cruz y San Pablo, Barcelona, under the direction of Dr. Jose M. Poal.
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ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF PHYSICAL MEDICINE, 1952

This Congress will be held from July 14 to 18.
The headquarters will be King's College, London.
The following items from the programme will be
of special interest to rheumatologists.

July 14 (Afternoon): Opening ofScientific and Historical
Exhibition by the President, Lord Horder.

July 16: Symposium on Rehabilitation and Resettle-
ment. Films of interest to rheumatologists.

July 17 (Morning): Symposium on Management of the
Chronic Rheumatic Patient, and on Other Disorders of
the Locomotor System. Prof. Sir Henry Cohen will speak
on " The Endocrines in the Management of Chronic
Rheumatic Disorders ", Prof. L. Michotte on " Douleurs
du dos ", and Drs J. B. Burt, E. Fletcher, D. A. Kinin-
month, and S. Mattingly on " Painful Shoulder ".
The Brains Trust will comprise Sir Henry Cohen, and

Drs J. B. Burt, F. D. Howitt, W. Tegner, K. M. Walthard,
and Prof. L. Michotte. (Afternoon): Further papers on
the rheumatic diseases. Dr. H. Petty will speak on
" Orthopaedic Aspects of Rheumatoid Arthritis ",
Dr. F. S. Bach on " Cortisone and Physical Treatment
in Rheumatism ", Dr. W. A. Fell on " Treatment of
Osteo-Arthritis by Procaine Injection ", Prof. J. Michez
on " Physiotherapy in Rheumatoid Arthritis ", Dr.
E. W. Lowman on " Rehabilitation of the Rheumatoid
Derelict ", Dr. J. M. Poal on " Traction of Cervical
Spine in Osteo-Arthritis ", Dr. A. Stoddard on " Short
Leg and Low Back Ache ", and Dr. W. D. Paul on
"Permeability of Synovial Membrane ".

Further particulars may be obtained from the
Honorary Secretary, Dr. A. C. Boyle, 45 Lincoln's
Inn Fields, London, W.C.2.

HOSPITAL REPORTS

That important work is being done in many
hospitals in London and throughout Great Britain
may be gathered from the publication in the Annals
of the results of researches in these centres. In these
days costs limit publicity, but if the hospitals
could bring this need to the notice of their supporters
and benefactors of the days before the National
Health Service took over, it is likely that private
benevolence might be attracted to assist. The
munificent support of the Nuffield Trustees must be
recognized and appreciated, especially in the Unit
established in connection with the University of
Manchester. The Empire Rheumatism Council
does important work in organizing and endowing
research, and other sources of benevolence might
be quoted.

Research into the use of cortisone and ACTH has
been a notable feature at the Rheumatism Depart-
ment of the West London Hospital, which has issued
an interesting Report, part of the cost having been
defrayed by the Trustees of the Dan Mason Research
Foundation.
For the fourth year in succession the Royal

National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases, Bath,
has presented a Report of the investigations
carried out by members of the staff and other
research workers. Clinical studies of hydro-
therapeutic treatment in rheumatic diseases would
be of value from this hospital which has facilities
lacking in many research centres.
The Department of Rheumatism of the Royal

Free Hospital, London, has also presented its fourth
Annual Report, in which extensive statistics, in the
preparation of which the assistance of Dr. Lewis-
Faning is acknowledged, are a valuable feature.
As in the past, rehabilitation and resettlement are
receiving special attention; this work, though often
difficult and sometimes disappointing, is well worth
while.

Restrictions in the size of the Annals of Rheumatic
Diseases for reasons of expense prevent a more
comprehensive review, but copies of these Reports
could be obtained on application to the appropriate
physician in charge. It is hoped that in future
reports of the work being done in many other
centres will be made public.
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