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The safety of the SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccines in patients with rheumatic and musculoskeletal diseases (RMD) on immunomodulatory therapy is unknown because these individuals were largely excluded from the vaccine trials. The levels of systemic reactogenicity reported with SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccines to date have raised concern for a more serious adverse event profile in patients with underlying immune dysregulation. There is currently no direct evidence about mRNA vaccine safety in patients with RMD and current guidance is based on expert opinion.1 Concerns relating to the side effect profile of the SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccines have been identified as a primary concern of patients resulting in vaccine hesitancy.2 To assess tolerability and peri-vaccination reactogenicity in this patient population, we studied a sample of patients with RMD on immunomodulatory therapy who underwent early vaccination. 
Patients with RMD who received the SARS-COV-2 mRNA vaccine between 17 December 2020 and 11 February 2021 were recruited to participate in this observational cohort study by invitation on social media. Information on demographics, diagnoses and therapeutic regimens was collected. Participants completed an online questionnaire detailing any reactions experienced within the first week following the first vaccine dose.
We studied 325 participants with RMD, of whom 51% received Pfizer/BioNTech and 49% received Moderna … 
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