The new editor greets you

Josef S Smolen

It is a great privilege and honour to assume
the position of editor of the Annals of the
Rheumatic Diseases—The EULAR Journal
and I am very grateful to the selection
committee consisting of members from
both constituencies for granting me this
opportunity.

Even bigger is the challenge to take on
this position as a successor of Professor Tore
Kvien. During the 9years of his editorship,
Professor Kvien has continued the work of
the founding Editor after initiation of the
collaboration between BM] and EULAR,
Professor Leo van der Putte, and has
furthered the impact of The EULAR Journal
with prudent and far-sighted editorial deci-
sions. These have allowed the Annals to
become the leading journal in the field of
rheumatology. While a success like this is
impossible without receiving good manu-
script and especially an excellent team of
associate editors, editorial board members
and reviewers, Tore’s visions and leadership
were instrumental for this development.
Thank you very much, Tore!

The accomplishments of the Annals
during the 18 years since it became The
EULAR Journal are so remarkable that much
change of the editorial policy is not needed.
But there will be a few. Foremost, the team
of associate editors as well as the edito-
rial board and the advisory committee will
undergo some modification. Many thanks
to everyone who has contributed so impor-
tantly during the last years—without this
support the journal’s success would not have
been possible. And a wholehearted welcome
to the team that will support the efforts
during the next term—the editorial team is
the major asset of every journal. It will also
be a pleasure to collaborate with the team of
the BM]J Publishing Group and the EULAR
leadership, who have all had important roles
in the development of the journal.

Further, plans for some new sections
have been made. One of these sections will
be called “Views on News’ and is meant to
briefly highlight breakthrough research from
outside rheumatology that may be perti-
nent to advance our field. Another section,
‘Heroes and Pillars of Rheumatology’,
will be devoted to persons or scientific
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innovations of the past that were pivotal
in advancing our discipline—past research
tends to be forgotten, younger researchers
often do not know enough about the evolu-
tion within our specialty and the wheel is
often reinvented. This information should
not only bring historical aspects into aware-
ness, but also allow to stimulate some novel
scientific approaches—much can be learnt
from the basics. And thirdly, so that we not
only look at the past or at other disciplines,
the ‘Thinking the Unthinkable’ section
should solicit and be provided with ideas
on accomplishments or developments that
may constitute fundamental advancements
within our field, but only be realisable within
a decade or two—visions, dreams to foster
search and most innovative research. I am
grateful that Ferdinand Breedveld, Gerd
Burmester, Maxime Dougados and David
Pisetsky have taken on to lead one or more
of these new areas.

Finally, it should be noted that EULAR,
alone or in collaboration with ACR, has
developed a number of recommendations
and criteria, such as on reporting data from
clinical trials in rheumatoid arthritis." Not
only is adherence to these (and also other)
recommendations, as the smallest denom-
inator for clinical trials reports (more can
always be added), scientifically important,
but it also facilitates future meta-analyses
and systematic reviews. The author informa-
tion will be amended accordingly.

The Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases was
founded in 1939 and the joint ownership of
the Journal by and collaboration between
BM]J and EULAR started in 1999; thus, the
year 2019 will mark a special dual anniver-
sary which to celebrate appropriately will
be one of the objectives of the upcoming
editorial term. Appropriate celebration
materialises primarily through excellent

publications, and it is needless to say that
Professor Kvien’s path and standards consti-
tute a model to be continued during the next
years. It is ‘value and interest’ of manuscripts
related to clinical, epidemiological, basic and
translational research that will govern edito-
rial decision making in the future as it in the
past.

It can hardly be said better today than
stated in 1939 in the first issue of the first
volume of the Annals, when Sir William
Willcox, the Chairman of the Empire
Rheumatism Council at that time, wrote:
It is intended that the new journal shall
consist entirely of original papers and
reports, specially selected for their value and
interest’.> And he ended his foreword by
stating: “...in view of the great activity in so
many departments of research into the many
manifestations of rheumatic diseases, they
may rest assured that they will find no lack
of material for the publication ...[in] this
valuable journal’.

In this light, it is my desire, hope and
expectation that the Annals will continue to
attract the best research work of our field.
I also look forward to receiving advice and
suggestions for further advancement of the
journal’s quality from all stakeholders, espe-
cially the readership of the Annals. Thank
you very much in advance for your support!
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