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    Abstract
Background Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a chronic autoimmune disease which can affected all organs of the body. Joints are affected in up to 90% of SLE patients with a variable involvement degree from minor arthralgia without erosions or deformity to an erosive arthropathy and severe functional disability (1).

Objectives To evaluate demographic, clinical and serological characteristics of SLE patients with persistent lupus arthropathy and then to compare them with the group of patients with SLE and rheumatoid arthritis overlap disease (RHUPUS).

Methods We evaluated 574 consecutive patients with a diagnosis of SLE according to the ACR (American College of Rheumatology) criteria, of which 76% with joint involvement. We considered only the 268 patients who had active joint symptoms (arthralgia or arthritis) or who had a recent history of frequent relapse/relapse remitting arthropathy. Then we analyzed organ involvements and autoantibody profile, expecially anti-citrullinated peptides antibodies (ACPA) and Rheumatoid factor (RF). At last we evaluated the differences with RHUPUS patients.

Results Of the 268 SLE patients with persistent joint involvement (age 43.4±14.3 years, female 91.0%, disease duration 11.2±4.2 years), 71% presented the joint involvement at the onset of the lupus disease, occurring in 58% of cases with arthritis and in 42% with arthralgias, while 29% of patients developed the joint involvement in the follow-up; among them, 63% presented arthralgia and only 37% arthritis. 17 patients had RHUPUS. When we compared the 17 patients with RHUPUS and 251 patients with lupus arthropathy, patients with RHUPUS are tendentially older than patients with SLE arthropathy (49.6±13.3 vs 43.0±14.3 years, respectively, p=0.06) even though they had a shorter disease duration (6.8±5.1 vs 11.5±8.4 years, respectively, p=0.02). They also had more serositic involvement but a minor skin and renal involvement. In addition, the patients with RHUPUS had a more positivity percentage of anti-SSA, ACPA (47.1% vs 1.2%, p≤0.001) and RF (64.7% vs 16.3%), a more erosive arthropathy and they needed aggressive therapy. Moreover, in the lupus arthropathy, the RF positivity is similar between SLE patients with arthritic involvement and patients with only arthralgias (16.3% vs 16.4%, respectively, p=0.97).

Conclusions This study seems to show that there are not demographic, clinical or laboratory characteristics that can early distinguish patients with arthralgia and arthritis. Moreover RHUPUS seems confirmed as an overlap syndrome characterized by the presence of bone erosions and the positivity of ACPA in association with arthritis.

References
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Disclosure of Interest None declared





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2015-eular.5877

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: EULAR]
	[image: Eular textbooks]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Lay summaries
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EULAR textbooks
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2060Print ISSN: 0003-4967

        © European Alliance of Associations for Rheumatology, EULAR 2023. Published by BMJ. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


