





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 74, Issue Suppl 2 
	OP0234 Long Term Biologic Therapy in Refractory Uveitis Due to Behçet's Disease. Multicenter Study of 165 Patients


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Oral Presentations
Abstract session: Vasculitis


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      OP0234 Long Term Biologic Therapy in Refractory Uveitis Due to Behçet's Disease. Multicenter Study of 165 Patients
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	E. Beltrán1, 
	V. Calvo-Río2, 
	R. Blanco2, 
	J. Sánchez-Bursόn3, 
	A. Adán4, 
	F.J. Lόpez Longo5, 
	A. Sellas-Fernández6, 
	D. Peiteado-Lopez7, 
	M. Cordero Coma8, 
	J.-L. Callejas Rubio9, 
	D. Díaz Valle10, 
	M. Díaz-Llopis11, 
	J.M. Herreras12, 
	A. Fonollosa13, 
	O. Maíz14, 
	I.T. Torre15, 
	M.A. Caracuel16, 
	M. Gandía17, 
	M.A. González-Gay18 
	on behalf of Collaborative study group


	[bookmark: aff-1]1HGU, Valencia

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Rheumatology, Hospital Universitario Marqués de Valdecilla, IDIVAL, Santander

	[bookmark: aff-3]3H de Valme, Sevilla

	[bookmark: aff-4]4H Clinic, Barcelona

	[bookmark: aff-5]5H Gregorio Marañόn, Madrid

	[bookmark: aff-6]6H Val d'Hebron, Barcelona

	[bookmark: aff-7]7HU La Paz, Madrid

	[bookmark: aff-8]8H, Leόn

	[bookmark: aff-9]9H San Cecilio, Granada

	[bookmark: aff-10]10H Clínico San Carlos, Madrid

	[bookmark: aff-11]11HU La Fe, Valencia

	[bookmark: aff-12]12HU IOBA, Valladolid

	[bookmark: aff-13]13H Cruces, Bilbao

	[bookmark: aff-14]14H Donosti, San Sebastian

	[bookmark: aff-15]15H Basurto, Bilbao

	[bookmark: aff-16]16HU, Cόrdoba

	[bookmark: aff-17]17H Puerta del Mar, Cadiz

	[bookmark: aff-18]18Rheumatology, Hospital Universitario Marqués de Valdecilla, Santander, Spain, Santander, Spain





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Background Classic management of uveitis due to Behçet's disease (UBD) consists of conventional immunosuppressive drugs. However, UBD is often refractory requiring more intensive therapy.

Objectives To assess long-term response in UBD patients refractory to conventional therapy.

Methods Multicenter study of 165 patients with UBD followed-up in the uveitis units of 45 hospitals. All of them had inadequate response or intolerance to traditional treatment with corticosteroids and at least 1 systemic immunosuppressive drug. The degree of ocular inflammation was assessed as “the Standardization of Uveitis Nomenclature (SUN) working Group” (Am J Ophthalmol 2005; 140: 509-516), and macular thickness was assessed by optical coherence tomography (OCT). Comparisons were made between baseline and the 1st week, 2nd week, 1st month, 6th month, 1st, 2nd, 3rd,4th and 5th year.

Results 165 patients (89 men/76 women/297 affected eyes) with a mean age of 39.3±10.5 years (range 10-67) were studied. HLA-B51 was positive in 64.8%. Prior to biologic therapy and in addition to oral corticosteroids, patients had received the following drugs: Intravenous pulses of methylprednisolone (50 patients), cyclosporine A (CyA) (134), methotrexate (MTX) (72) and azathioprine (AZA) (87). Infliximab (IFX) was the first biologic used in 96 cases (58.2%) and adalimumab (ADA) in the remaining 69 (41.8%) patients. These agents were used as a monotherapy in 46 cases or in combination with immunosuppressive drugs: CsA (58 cases), MTX (34), AZA (24), mycophenolate (1), cyclophosphamide (1) and tacrolimus (1). The most common regimens were IFX 5 mg/kg/i.v. every 4-8 weeks and ADA 40 mg sc/2 weeks. In the course of the diseases, in cases of refractory uveitis to these drugs switching to other biologic agents was performed: golimumab (n=6), tocilizumab (5), rituximab (2), certolizumab (1) and etanercept (1). Nevertheless, in 30 cases the biologic agents were discontinued because of maintained clinical remission. Significant improvement observed since the 1sr week was observed in the visual acuity (VA), Tyndall and vitritis. OCT improvement was observed since the 2nd week (TABLE). At baseline, 57 patients (95 eyes) had macular thickening (OCT>250μ) and 33 patients (50 eyes) had cystoid macular edema (CME) (OCT>300μ). The OCT improved from 344.5±137.3 microns to 254.2±60.8 microns (p<0.01). After a mean follow-up of 38.3±22.4 months the most serious side effects were miliary TB (n=1), Mycobacterium avium pneumonia (n=1), melanoma (n=1), and fatal lymphoma (n=1).
[image: Figure]
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Conclusions Biological treatment with IFX or ADA are effective and relatively safe in UBD refractory to conventional therapy.
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