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    Abstract
Background A major political meeting is held in Almedalen, Sweden during one week every summer. The meeting is Sweden's largest political meeting point and everyone who wants to participate in the public debate is welcome. More than 1000 different organizers contribute to diversity and a great variety of topics. The foundations are democracy and a wish to increase the interest in and the knowledge of societal matters. The openness and accessibility of the Almedalen-week is unique. All events are open to all and free of charge.
The week is created by political parties, public authorities, organizations and companies who arrange events. The organizers rent different premises and invite guests to the activities. In 2014 3300 different events were carried out. The up-coming Swedish election received a lot of attention. In addition to that, the healthcare questions took a large spot on the agenda. The most important questions were patient empowerment, equal health care, the leading causes of death and disability as well as the development of health care

Objectives A key function of the Swedish Rheumatism Association is to influence politicians, decision makers, researchers and other key persons within our sphere on questions that concerns our members. We use our knowledge of how it is to live with a musculoskeletal disease when we drive political and opinion forming campaigns in our interests.

Methods Over time the Swedish Rheumatism Association has often been invited to participate in various events during the week but have also arranged their own. During 2014 the Swedish Rheumatism Association arranged three different events in collaboration with other organizations.

Results Together with the Swedish Association of Physiotherapists and The Swedish College of General Practice the seminar Physiotherapy as the first line? Does it provide better care and resource utilization in primary care? was arranged. The message was the importance of offering patients with musculoskeletal disorders early assessment by a physiotherapist.
The seminar National guidelines - effective management or hollow phrases? was organized in association with a pharmaceutical company. The main question was whether the current national guidelines really are the best foundation to guide future health care. For chronic diseases, the government aims to adapt the guidelines for both primary care givers and patients, but the responsibility for compliance is not discussed in the directives. Is there reason to question the usefulness of national guidelines as an effective instrument of control?
The Swedish Rheumatism Association also organized a seminar with the Swedish Society for Rheumatology; National guidelines - positive impact for the patient? Issues discussed on the national guidelines for musculoskeletal diseases were: What have the introduction of the guidelines led to? Do we have the right indicators? Who performs the work? How long should it be allowed to implement?
The president of the Swedish Rheumatism Association, Anne Carlsson was one of the most contracted healthcare debaters and participated in about 25 events during the week.
Members and other interested parties could follow what was happening through articles on the Swedish Rheumatism Association's website and many posts on Twitter, Facebook and Anne's photo blog. For example, Facebook reached over 1,000 people directly.

Disclosure of Interest None declared





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2015-eular.4706

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: EULAR]
	[image: Eular textbooks]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Lay summaries
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EULAR textbooks
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2060Print ISSN: 0003-4967

        © European Alliance of Associations for Rheumatology, EULAR 2023. Published by BMJ. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


