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	Epidemiology

Patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) are more frequent chronic carriers of high-risk human papilloma virus (HPV) strains compared with the background population—an important risk factor for developing cervical cancer—and patients with RA have an increased risk of high-grade cervical dysplasia (CD) and cervical cancer.1–3 Little is known about the safety of biological disease-modifying antirheumatic drug (bDMARD) treatment in arthritis patients with a history of premalignant lesions.
We aimed to investigate how often female patients with inflammatory arthritis (RA, ankylosing spondylitis, psoriatic arthritis or other) and a history of premalignant lesions of the uterine cervix developed cervical cancer or another HPV-associated cancer according to ever versus never exposure to bDMARDs.
The nationwide Danish DANBIO Registry started in 2000 and covers >90% of adults with rheumatological disease treated with bDMARDs in routine care.4 Since 2005, patients not treated with bDMARDs have also been registered. We linked 15 238 female patients identified in DANBIO … 
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