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    Abstract



Background The frequency of Extra-articular manifestations of Rheumatoid arthritis differs in various populations. They have been mostly found in patients with positive Rheumatoid Factor and positive ANA.





Objectives To identify the presence and the frequency of extra-articular manifestations in hospitalized patients and calculate the correlation between their presence and positive RF, positive ANA.





Methods 162 patients with Rheumatoid Arthritis, hospitalized in the Universitary Center Hospital of Tirana during Feb 2010 – May 2011, were included in the study. All the patients fulfilled the ACR criteria of 1987 for Rheumatoid Arthritis. RF and ANA were measured in all of them. The presence of EA manifestations was studied in all of them. Since there are no unified criteria for the evaluation of EA manifestations, we used the criteria from the reference.The test of logistic regression was used to calculate the correlation between EA presence and positive Rheumatoid Factor and ANA.





Results Of the 162 patients included in the study, 120 were females, 43 males. Mean age of patients 51.9 years. Mean duration of the disease 7.93 years. Extra-articular manifestations were found in 93 (56.8) patients. Their frequency was: Anemia 29.4%, Thrombocytosis 14.1%, Cutaneous Vasculitis 9.8%, Nervous System Manifestations 9.2%, Muscular Manifestations 17.2%, Rheumatoid Nodules 8%, Raynaud Phenomena 9.2%, Sicca Syndrome 13.5%, Pulmonary Manifestations 6.7%, Cardiac Manifestations 6.1%. Rheumatoid Factor was positive in 38% of the patients. ANA was positive in 35.5% of the patients. They were mostly positive in patients with EA manifestations, but the correlation was not statistically significant p>0.05.





Conclusions The presence of positive Rheumatoid Factor in patients with Rheumatoid Arthritis in Albania differs from other populations (38%). The most frequent EA manifestations in patients with Rheumatoid Arthritis are Anemia (29.4%), Muscular manifestations (17.2%), Thrombocytosis (14.1%), Sicca Syndrome (13.5%). Positive RF and positive ANA were found mostly in patients presenting with EA manifestations, but their correlation was not statistically significant, p>0.05.





References
	Best Practice & Research Clinical Rheumatology Vol. 21, No. 5, pp. 907–927, 2007doi:10.1016/j.berh.2007.05.007 Extra-articular manifestations and complications of rheumatoid arthritis








Acknowledgements Prof. Dr. Tafaj Argjend





Disclosure of Interest None declared





DOI 10.1136/annrheumdis-2014-eular.5742







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2014-eular.5742

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: EULAR]
	[image: Eular textbooks]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Lay summaries
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EULAR textbooks
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2060Print ISSN: 0003-4967

        © European Alliance of Associations for Rheumatology, EULAR 2023. Published by BMJ. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


