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    Abstract



Background Nail-fold capillaroscopy (NFC) patterns of vasculopathy have been well described in systemic sclerosis (SSc) but few studies have reported their predictive value in an unselected cohort of patients with Raynaud's Phenomenon (RP).





Objectives To describe the association and predictive value of NFC patterns with a clinical diagnosis of SSc.





Methods Patients (pts) referred to a tertiary Scleroderma clinic to aid in the diagnosis and management of RP were evaluated by light/video-NFC, performed by a fully trained physician. Data collected included clinical diagnosis, antibody (Ab) status, NFC findings and fulfilment of the VEDOSS or 2013 ACR/EULAR criteria for SSc. Primary RP (pRP) was defined as RP with no features of CTD/Ab. NFC patterns were determined: normal, non-specific, “early”, “active” or “late” SSc patterns as described.





Results 347 pts were referred to the NFC service between Jan 2009 and Oct 2013; mean (SD) age was 47 (15.2) yrs, 83% were female, 26% smokers (Table 1). On clinical review, 54 (15%) did not have RP, 69 (20%) had primary RP, 52 had SSc (56% ACA+ve, 8% Scl70+ve; 67% lcSSc, 10% dcSSc, 11.5% undefined, 11.5% overlap; at referral, 29% met VEDOSS criteria, 60% met 2013 ACR/EULAR criteria), and 172 (39.5%) had secondary RP (sRP).

NFC SSc pattern was detected in 80 (23%) pts: 43 with “early”, 31 with “active” and 6 with “late” pattern. 37 of the 52 patients with SSc had SSc pattern at NFC. Among the other patients with SSc pattern, 30 had sRP, 9 pRP and 4 no RP. Non-specific findings were detected in 8/52 patients with SSc, 62/172 patients with sRP, 33/69 patients with pRP and 21/54 patients with no RP. Of those without a clinical diagnosis of scleroderma (n=295), 41 (14%) met VEDOSS criteria following NFC and 4 (1.3%) the 2013 ACR/EULAR criteria for SSc. Of the 41 pts meeting VEDOSS, 28 (68%) were found to have a SSc NFC pattern.

Considering the entire unselected cohort, the detection of SSc pattern on NFC had a sensitivity of 71%, specificity 95%, positive predictive value 84% and negative predictive value 90% for identifying pts who met the VEDOSS or 2013 ACR/EULAR criteria.

View this table:	View inline
	View popup



Table 1. 
NFC patterns seen in pts referred to the Leeds NFC service









Conclusions Our specialised NFC service improved the detection of SSc in an unselected cohort of pts with RP or suspected CTD. Pts meeting the new ACR/EULAR criteria are more likely to have a SSC NFC pattern than those meeting VEDOSS criteria. The absence of SSc NFC pattern in pts with RP or suspected CTD is very valuable in the exclusion of SSc.





Disclosure of Interest None declared





DOI 10.1136/annrheumdis-2014-eular.1577







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2014-eular.1577

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: EULAR]
	[image: Eular textbooks]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Lay summaries
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EULAR textbooks
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2060Print ISSN: 0003-4967

        © European Alliance of Associations for Rheumatology, EULAR 2023. Published by BMJ. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


