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    Abstract



Background Primary pyomyositis is a rare condition in children that should be included in the differential diagnosis of musculoskeletal infections.





Objectives To describe the clinical features of pyomyositis as well as its diagnostic and therapeutic approach.





Methods A descriptive and retrospective study was performed by reviewing medical records of patients admitted to our hospital from January 1996 to July 2013 with a diagnosis of primary pyomyositis.





Results A total of 25 patients (16 men, 9 women) aged between one month and 14 years (median age 2 years) were registered. Two peaks of incidence have been found in the months of July and October. The most frequent clinical manifestations were the presence of local pain (24 patients), fever (18 patients), local swelling (9 patients) and skin rash (7 patients). Predisposing factors in 8 patients (1 strenuous exercise, 4 trauma, 3 intramuscular injections) were found. The primary site was pelvic muscles or lower extremities (20 patients). In laboratory results, we found the presence of leukocytosis, with an average value of 12,936±5.753/uL leukocytes, total neutrophils 4.659/uL ±7.350), ESR of 55±28 mm) and PCR 8±6 mg/dL). CPK was normal in 5 out of 6 patients who were requested. Laboratory results were positive for Staphylococcus aureus (7 patients), Salmonella no tiphy (1 patient) and Bacteroides fragillis (1 patient). Ultrasound suggested the diagnosis in 11 cases and magnetic resonance imaging support the diagnosis in all cases. All patients received intravenous antibiotic therapy (mean duration 11 days) followed by oral antibiotic therapy (mean duration 23 days). 9 patients suffered complications as abscess formation, 3 need abscess aspiration and one of them required surgical drainage. None of our patients had residual functional limitations.





Conclusions It is important to have a high index of suspicion for pyomyositis in patients with fever and musculoskeletal pain at an early stage in order to initiate start appropriate antibiotic treatment against Staphylococcus aureus. Although ESR and ultrasound may be useful, it is necessary to complement with magnetic resonance imaging in order to support the diagnosis in all cases.





Disclosure of Interest None declared





DOI 10.1136/annrheumdis-2014-eular.4467







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2014-eular.4467

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: EULAR]
	[image: Eular textbooks]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Lay summaries
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EULAR textbooks
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2060Print ISSN: 0003-4967

        © European Alliance of Associations for Rheumatology, EULAR 2023. Published by BMJ. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


