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    Abstract



Background In 2010 EULAR/PRINTO/PRES proposed new classification criteria for IgA vasculitis (IgAV).(1) In paediatric patient population these criteria have a higher diagnostic sensitivity than the older American College of Rheumatology (ACR) criteria.(1, 2) The performance of the new criteria has thus far not been evaluated in adult IgAV patients.





Objectives To compare the performance of the ACR and EULAR/PRINTO/PRES classification criteria in adult IgAV.





Methods Adult IgAV cases diagnosed using EULAR/PRINTO/PRES classification criteria at a tertiary rheumatology referral centre were critically reviewed in partially retrospective and partially prospective manner to assess whether these patients also fulfilled the ACR criteria.





Results Between January 1, 2010 and December 31, 2013 96 new adult IgAV cases (median age 63.4; interquartile range 40.8–77.3 years; 60.4% males; male to female ratio 1.53) were identified according to EULAR/PRINTO/PRES classification criteria. Purpura was present in all patients (generalized in 33/96 (34.3%), necrotic 43/96 (44.8%), bullous 9/96 (9.4%)) and was the only manifestation in 19 (19.8%) cases. Joints were involved (arthralgia or arthritis) in 44/96 (45.8%), gastrointestinal tract in 35/96 (36.4%), and kidneys in 56/96 (58.3%) cases. Lung, heart and testicular involvement was rare - one case of each. In 96/96 cases IgA deposits in vessel walls was documented on direct immunofluorescence staining. 91/96 of cases fulfilled both EULAR/PRINTO/PRES IgAV and ACR classification criteria. However, 5/96 patients (5.2%) fulfilled the EULAR/PRINTO/PRES classification criteria only. The characteristics of these patients are shown in Table 1.

View this table:	View inline
	View popup



Table 1. 
IgAV cases fulfilling EULAR/PRINTO/PRES but not ACR classification criteria









Conclusions In an adult population the EULAR/PRINTO/PRES IgAV classification criteria have a higher sensitivity than the previously proposed ACR criteria, analogously to the findings in paediatric population.
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