





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 72, Issue Suppl 3 
	THU0533 Pain Intensity and Threshold in Rheumatoid Arthritis, Psoriatic Arthritis and Ankylosing Spondylitis Patients: Correlations with the Hamilton Depression Rating Scale


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Poster Presentation
Epidemiology, health services and outcome research


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      THU0533 Pain Intensity and Threshold in Rheumatoid Arthritis, Psoriatic Arthritis and Ankylosing Spondylitis Patients: Correlations with the Hamilton Depression Rating Scale
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	G. Bagnato1, 
	M. Atteritano1, 
	S. Sorbara1, 
	I. De Andres1, 
	R. Talotta1, 
	G. Corallo1, 
	E. Verduci1, 
	G. Miceli1, 
	D. Sangari1, 
	E. Visalli1, 
	N. Marino1, 
	S. Morgante1, 
	W. N. Roberts2, 
	G. Bagnato1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Rheumatology, University Of Messina, Messina, Italy

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Rheumatology, University of Louisville, Louisville, United States





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract



Background Individuals suffering from chronic pain are frequently affected by depression, which in turn increases the risk of development of chronic pain complaints over time.





Objectives This study aims to investigate the relationship between depression and pain intensity and threshold in a cohort of rheumatic patients compared to healthy subjects.





Methods 124 individuals of whom 50 affected by rheumatoid arthritis (RA), 23 by psoriatic arthritis (PsA), 23 by ankylosing spondylitis (AS) and 28 age-matched controls without chronic pain underwent quantitative sensory testing (QST) to assess pressure pain threshold with an algometer. Pain intensity was evaluated through the Visual Analogue Scale (VAS) and depression through the Hamilton Depression rating Scale (HAMD).





Results A significant reverse correlation between HAMD values and algometer scores was found in the entire cohort of patients (p<0.0001), in controls (p=0.002) and also in RA (p=0.002), PsA (p<0.0002) and AS (p=0.02) patients when analyzed separately, while no significant correlation was found between HAMD and VAS values or algometer scores and VAS. We found lower pain thresholds in RA and PsA patients while no difference has been evidenced in AS patients compared to healthy controls. HAMD scores were also significantly higher in rheumatic patients than in controls.
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Conclusions The evaluation of chronic pain in patients affected by rheumatoid arthritis, psoriatic arthritis and ankylosing spondylitis that display comorbid depression seems more reproducible and reliable with the use of an algometer which, therefore, could be considered an useful instrument in pain/depression overlap management.
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