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We read with great interest the open clinical trial of four relapsing polychondritis (RP) patients treated with abatacept by Peng and Rodriguez recently published in the Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases.1 Indeed, as the authors pointed out, there is rational to block T-cell pathway in this disease, though the biologic agents most used as second-line therapy after corticosteroids (CS) are proinflammatory cytokines blockers as tumor necrosis factor (TNF) inhibitors or tocilizumab.2 Of note, rituximab seems not efficient in this disease.3

Despite this rational, the study by Peng and Rodriguez is the first report of abatacept use in RP since we reported a first case in 2010.4 Results from this nice small clinical trial using abatacept subcutaneously at the dose of 125 mg weekly are mitigated: three patients experienced a considerable improvement on ear, nose and throat (ENT) chondritis … 
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