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    Abstract

Background Nailfold capillaroscopy (NC) is the best tool to study microcirculation in patients with Raynaud’s phenomenon (RF) or patients with connective tissue diseases. There are some characteristic capillaroscopy findings in systemic sclerosis (SSc) patients, like presence of giant capillaries (GC) or loss of capillary density (LCD). Patients with Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE) and RF may present nonspecific changes in the NC, but sometimes NC in SLE patient can simulate SSc findings. Anti-U1RNP antibodies may be present in both entities and are associated with a greater number of alterations in NC.




Objectives To Determine the existence of differences between the findings of nailfold capillaroscopy in patients with SSc or SLE that present U1RNP antibodies.




Methods Patients with SSc o earlySSc (eSSc) and positive determination of anti-U1RNP antibodies were included. Afterwards these patients were compared with a cohort of patients with SLE with anti-U1RNP antibodies. In both groups we studied in NC the following findings: presence o absence of giant capillaries (GC), angiogenesis and loss of capillary density (LCD). We compare findings with Chi-Square or Fisher’s test when it was needed. Statistcial analysis were performed by SPSS program v17.0




Results One hundred thirty-five SSc patients (93.4% women) and 76 SLE patients (94.7% women) were included. Determinatio of anti U1RNP abs were performed in 134 SSc patients and in 67 SLE patients. SLE patients had more U1RNP antibodies (10/134 [7.4%]) than SSc patients (13/67 [19.4%];p=0.012).

NC showed GC, loss of capillary density and angiogenesis in 71.4%, 100% and 100% in SSc patients with U1RNP antibodies. SLE patients presented less pathological findings in NC that SSc patients (GC in 38.4%, LCD in 46.1% and angiogenesis in 69% of patients). A significant difference in NC between SSc and SLE patients were found in capillary density (lower in patients with SSc (p=0.04).




Conclusions AntiU1RNP antibody is find more frequently in SLE patients than in SSc patients. Patients with SSc and U1RNP have more loss of capillary density in NC than SLE patients. Presence or absence of Loss of capillary density in patients with undifferenciated connective tissue disease with anti-U1RNP, or patients classified as mixed connective tissue disease could be useful to predict witch patients will develop SSc or SLE. We need more studies to determinate the use of NC in patients with antiU1RNP antibodies.




Disclosure of Interest None Declared







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/annrheumdis-2012-eular.805

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: EULAR]
	[image: Eular textbooks]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Lay summaries
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EULAR textbooks
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2060Print ISSN: 0003-4967

        © European Alliance of Associations for Rheumatology, EULAR 2023. Published by BMJ. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


